BOOK REVIEW: 4

Bromeliads by Francisco Oliva-Esteve. The book was published in 2000 by Armitano
Editores, C.A., Caracas, Venezuela.

The book has 464 pages, each of which measures 34 cm x 25 cm. This is a big
book! It has over 900 colour photographs, many of which illustrate bromeliads in their
native habitat. While the photographs vary in size, nearly all exceed 13 cm x 10 cm.
Printing and photograph quality is excellent throughout Bromeliads. A high standard
of accuracy has been achieved in the naming and description of the bromeliads
featured in the book.

Bromeliads consists of seven chapters (written by several authors) on various
specialist topics, about 250 pages of bromeliad species’ descriptions and
photographs, a bibliography, and an index. Bromeliad hybrids are not covered.

The specialist topics include: presentations on the Navia and Brocchina genera,;
and descriptions of several unusual habitats, for example, the top of sandstone
mountains, on which certain bromeliads are found. Several of these articles are
reprinted from various publications dating back to the 1950s.

Bromeliads’ largest part contains brief descriptions of over 400 species, many of
which are rare (in cultivation). Each plant is described, usually in botanical terms,
while its habitat is also often summarised. Each description is illustrated by at least
one colour photograph. The number of species presented in this manner are: 61 —
Aechmea, 14 — Billbergia, 5 — Brocchinia, 9 — Bromelia, 55 — Guzmania, 5 —
Hohenbergia, 9 — Lindmania, 26 — Navia, 9 — Neoregelia, 5 — Nidularium, 11 —
Orthophytum, 54 — Pitcairnia, 13 — Puya, 7 — Racinae, over 125 Tillandsias, 34 —
Vriesea, and over 50 from other genera.

Some people may not like the use of botanical terms to describe bromeliads.
However, the photograph(s) of each plant is usually more than adequate to gain an
appreciation of it.

The outstanding features of this book are: the presentation of many rare bromeliad
species (especially from the rarer, in cultivation, genera); and the many excellent
photographs, in particular of bromeliads’ habitats. Many people will also find the
articles on various specialist topics of interest as well.
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