
BOOK REVIEW: GROWING BROMELIADS (2ND EDITION) 
 

This book was compiled by the Bromeliad Society of Australia. It was edited by 
Barry Williams, while over 15 people made a contribution to the book’s contents in 
various ways. The book was published by Kangaroo Press in 1990.  
 
Growing Bromeliads has 112 pages, and is an introduction to growing bromeliads 
in Australia. As such, it is a very useful book for someone who has a few 
bromeliads and wishes to find out more about how to grow them. 
 
The book commences with a brief introduction to the origin, distribution, and 
ecology of bromeliads. Their introduction into horticulture, especially in Australia, is 
then briefly covered. This is followed by a description of the various bromeliad 
“groupings”, namely, sub-families and genera. Comments on the distribution and, 
in some cases, broad cultural requirements, of various genera are provided. 
 
In chapter 4, a range of situations in which the average grower can grow 
bromeliads is discussed. They include: garden settings, balconies and verandas of 
units and houses, inside the home, shade houses, and glasshouses. 
 
There then follows a number of chapters in which the commonly grown genera are 
discussed in some detail. For each genus, general growing requirements are 
described, and a range of available species/hybrids outlined. Each of these 
chapters was written by someone who has achieved considerable success in 
growing  bromeliads of  that genus. Genera covered are: Aechmea, Ananas, 
Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia and Hechtia, Guzmania, Neoregelia, Nidularium, 
Tillandsia, and Vriesea. These chapters are followed by a chapter on the genera 
relatively  rarely encountered in cultivation such as: Bromelia, Canistrum, Catopsis, 
Hohenbergia, Pitcairnia, Portea, and Quesnelia. In total, over 400 species/hybrids 
are discussed. 
 
Methods for propagating these plants, both from offsets (pups) and through seed, 
are then discussed. Chapters on bromeliad biology, variegation in bromeliads, and 
the pests and diseases of these plants, then follow. An out-of-date listing of 
bromeliad societies, nurseries, and other books on bromeliads, is then presented. 
The book concludes with a listing of bigeneric hybrids, a short glossary of botanical 
terms, and an index. 
 
There are about 100 colour photographs of bromeliads on pages 49 to 64 of the 
book. 
 
As the book was published in 1990, it is not surprising that many of the hybrids 
grown today are not covered in the book. Some of the other information presented 
is also not current. From that perspective, Bromeliads for the Contemporary 
Garden is a more useful publication. However, the latter book does not deal as well 
with the requirements for growing bromeliads under Australian conditions.  
 
Overall, it is well worth considering purchasing this book if you are starting to grow 
bromeliads. 
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