
BOOK REVIEW: JEWELS OF THE JUNGLE--BROMELIACEAE OF 
ECUADOR—PART 1: BROMELIOIDEAE 

 
This book’s author is Jose M. Manzanares. It was published in 2002. 
  
This book is the first of four, which are scheduled for publication over the next 
few years. One volume will deal with the Pitcairnioideae, while two books will 
cover the Tillansioideae. 
 
Part 1: Bromelioideae covers the seven genera of this sub-family found in 
Ecuador. The book has 240 pages and over 400 illustrations, most of which 
are colour photographs of bromeliad species and their habitats. 
 
A series of short biographies of explorers, horticulturalists, and other people 
who have made a significant contribution towards the study of Ecuadorian 
bromeliads opens the book. In the next chapter, the major habitats of 
Ecuadorian bromeliads are described. This material gives you an insight into 
the growing conditions preferred by these bromeliads. The next chapter is a 
comprehensive introduction to bromeliads’ morphology, and is applicable to 
bromeliads generally, not just those found in Ecuador. 
 
The next chapter contains an interesting discussion on the preparation of 
botanical specimens, while the following one has an overview of the 
characteristics of each of the bromeliad sub-families. The next 8 chapters 
describe 78 Ecuadorian bromeliad species. They are: Greigia-5, Ananas-5, 
Billbergia-4, Neoregelia-6, Ronnbergia-6, Bromelia-3, Chevaliera-5, and 
Aechmea-44. Many of these species have considerable horticultural merit, but 
quite a few of them are rarely seen in Queensland collections. 
 
For each species, there is at least one (and usually two) photographs of a 
flowering specimen, and often photographs of their habitat. While extensive 
use of botanical terms is made in the plant descriptions, and this approach 
may not be everyone’s preference, the photographs give you a good idea of 
each plant’s appearance. The habitat of each plant is also described. 
 
The book concludes with several appendices, which include a comprehensive 
glossary of botanical terms and illustrations of various aspects of bromeliad 
morphology. 
 
For myself, the book’s most interesting elements were those that described 
species rarely seen in Queensland collections. The book is well worth reading 
for this information alone. Further, the chapter on bromeliad morphology is 
recommended reading even for people interested in any, not necessarily just 
Ecuadorian,  bromeliads.  
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