
BOOK REVIEW: LES TILLANDSIA ET LES RACINEAE 
 

The book’s author is Albert Roguenant. It was published by Belin, in 2001. 
While the book can be purchased through Belin, it is probably easier to buy it 
from Anwyl Bromeliads in New Zealand. They can be contacted at: anwyl.com 
 
The book is written in French, which is interesting, as very few bromeliad 
books are published in France. 
 
It commences with a brief history of the discovery of tillandsias (the genus 
Racineae has only been separated from Tillandsia in recent times), their 
habitat, and their commercial/cultural uses. Chapters follow on how to 
cultivate these plants, and their distinguishing characteristics, from a botanical 
perspective. A number of tillandsia hybrids are also listed. 
 
A comprehensive listing of, and botanical key for, Tillandsia and Racineae 
species comprises the main part of the book. For each plant, there is a 
description of its growth habit, distribution, habitat, infloresence (including 
flowers), and usually, some comments on its culture. These are often 
complemented by a colour photograph, or line drawing, of the plant. 
Unfortunately, many of the photographs are not of flowering plants. 
 
Over 650 tillandsias and 70 Racineae species are treated in this manner.  
This constitutes the most comprehensive treatment of these plants in a 
recently published book. By way of contrast, the New Tillandsia Handbook 
describes about 250 tillandsias. 
 
The major drawback for most readers is that the book is written in French. 
However, with practice, and the aid of a French-English dictionary of botanical 
terms contained in the book, it is possible to translate most of the text without 
too much trouble. Treat the cultural suggestions with caution, as they are 
based on European growing conditions, which are quite different to those 
experienced in most of Australia. 
 
Overall though, if you are a tillandsia collector, it is well worth purchasing this 
book. However, if you are just starting to collect tillandsias, then the New 
Tillandsia Handbook is probably a better book to purchase. 
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