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The Book of Bromeliads and Hawaiian Tropical Flowers by Ronald Parkhurst. 
Published by Pacific Isle Publishing Company in 2000.  
 
The book has 216 pages and about 650 colour photographs. It opens with five pages 
which briefly discuss the botanical classification of bromeliads, and their cultural 
requirements (from a Hawaiian perspective). 
 
The book then features 33 photographs of Aechmeas (mainly species), 26 of 
Billbergias (mainly hybrids), 36 of Cryptanthus (mainly hybrid but some species), 67 
of Guzmanias (mainly hybrids), 115 of Neoregelias (nearly all hybrids), 91 of 
Vrieseas (virtually all hybrids), 53 of Tillandsias (mainly species), and 25 of other 
bromeliad genera (mixture of species and hybrids). 
 
The next chapter of the book contains 11 pages of photographs featuring bromeliad 
flowers used in floral arrangements. It is followed by 15 pages of photographs of 
bromeliads used in landscaping arrangements. 
 
28 pages of photographs of orchids and other tropical plants, for example, 
heliconias, proteas, conclude the book’s photographic sections. An index of plants 
mentioned in the book is included. 
 
This book’s strength is undoubtedly its colour photographs. Each one averages 12 
cm by 9.5 cm, while the quality is of a high standard. While most of the Neoregelia 
and Vriesea hybrids illustrated are not readily available in Australia, this situation 
may well change over the next 5 years, given the plants’ beauty. In the meantime, 
the photographs serve as a reminder of what is achievable with hybrids. 
 
The floral art photographs are quite interesting, as such arrangements are relatively 
rare in Queensland bromeliad shows. The photographs illustrating landscaping ideas 
are quite informative. However, because Hawaiian growing conditions are more 
benign than those encountered in Queensland, care needs to be taken in applying 
those ideas in Queensland’s climate. 
 
This is one of the best “coffee-table” style of bromeliad books available today. In my 
view, the colour photographs make it well worth the purchase price. 
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