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Note from the Editor's Desk

Yes it had 1o happen, as editor 1 have decided to only accept contributions to this
journal that have been emailed 1o me. [ will no longer publish hand -writien or typed
coniributions. 1 only get an extremely small number of non-elecironically delivered
contributions so it won't affect many members,

My reason for doing so can be traced 1o *Cause and Effect’, recently | received a
letter from a member which in part said “1 have heard personally that many of us would
like to do more articles, but are reluctant due to ervors. One man said the error made actu-
ally destroyed the whole point of his article™. To that person my most sincerely apology.
The new policy should help reduce the chance of that happening. Likewise [ will only
be accepting images {photos) in electronic form. No hard-copy pholographs thanks and
1 will not be returning any that have been sent. | no longer have a scanner 1o scan them
into electronie form so sending them serves no purpose.

O a more positive note, else where in this issue | make mention that lots and Jots
of you complement me on the quality and content of Bromeliaceae, on behalf of the con-
tributors who write the articles - thanks for the kind words, 1t°s those kinds of comments
that make me want to try harder 1o improve,

Rob Smythe has been very busy over the Christmas period., We have a number of
very interesting and diverse contributions this issue - it's a bit of' a Smythe and Smythe
issue. | iold Rob that | may have to hold off on publishing some of his articles else it
would look like no one else was wriling which 1s not the case. Rob - Well Done!

Where would “Bromeliad Sleuthing™ be in Australia with out Uncle Derek - Derek
Buicher, more interestng articles from Derek. Derek Butcher helps to put that longitudinal
perspective into our interest in bromeliads, He gives us the background 1o many types,
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Growing From Seed
Author: Rob Smythe MSc

Growing broms from seed is absurdly
simple. Up to growing from seed 1 was mad
about broms. Now growing from seed | am
insane about them. | think 1 am now anireai-
able.

Before vou get earried away yvou need
e fully appreciate the following.

= 3% of your plants arg going to finish up
in the trash hin.

* You have 5 years of vour life 1o devole
to them,

* You hybridize 1o a theme not just with
what is available.

1115 absolutely unbelievably easy once
vou have collected seed, Below 1s as simple
as 11 gets. This sequence 1s shown in the photo
on the page opposite (top image).

What you need for the seedling stage,

« Clear sandwich boxes and a pair of scis-
sors 1o cut drain holes in the comers,

* Fine coir dust as a growing medium,

= Yogurl contamers

= Dilute fertilizer.

The fine coir comes in compressed
blocks and scems fairly sterile. Recently |
have been using 1t without sterilization. 1f vou
have trouble a few minuies in the microwave
will do, Make sure it is damp if you value
YOMIT I'I'.I'i.CTIi_'I"-\."H\"C,

Place seed, no need to wash, on o the
medium, dampen and close lid down. This
keeps ants out which would normally carry
of i unwashed seed and will keep rain from
washing small plants out. The way sandwich
boxes are designed water still makes its way
inside unlike ke away food boxes.

Leave to germinate; fertilize im-
medhately and ofien and dilute, Medium 15
iniially nutrient deficient bul quickly absorbs
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fertilizer.

When the planis are strong cut the lid
off.

From time 1o time sprinkle the exposed
areas of the surface with coir dust, This is my
secret released 1o all. It prevents the number
one killer, algae. from building up 1o 1oxic
levels.

As they grow bigger form community
pots. Now | will have the coarse coir for about
three quarters of the pot and fines on the 1op,
Soon they will be ready for potting out. The
fastest growing seed was an Aechmes, It grew
from seed to Aower in 10 months. Neos can
start to mature n b Vears hl]l 1]]& cOngen-
trica tvpes may lake 5 years. They are mostly
mature by 4 years but they lake a vear or two
more lo Hower up here in the tropics.

The photos show from emply seed trays
up to plants ready o form community pols.
For community pots | use vogurt contain-
ers. | choose these containers because they
are deep and reclangular and therefore pack
together well on seedling trays. Photos also
show plants starting o colour up then in an
area where they are getting big enough to sort
oul the good ones. Don’t forgel lo register
the good ones,

n

OPEN GARDEN...
WOW "1

Author: Anne MceBurnie,

How would you like to open vour
garden 1o the public? - What!!! Do you think
I'm craey?

Philip and | have now opened our
garden three times to the public through the
Australian Open Garden Scheme,

So, what is this scheme?

It 15 a not-for—profit organization
founded i 1987, 10°s mission 15 to promote
the knowledge and pleasure of gardens and
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sardening across Australia, Gardens are
selected by o selection panel . 63% of entry
fees 1o each garden is returmed to the commu-
nity in the form of grants for garden related
gelivities. Since [987  SO980.000 has been
given lo community garden projects. Many
of these include gardens at schools as well as
heritage gardens.

We have also openad our garden for
Field Days und Bus Tours. So many non-
gardeners ask " Why? What motivales
you?" The answer is . .sharing. | have always
considered my garden as my “escape™. |
escape inlo a garden wonderland of beauty
where mainly pleasant sights fill my eves
and lovely thoughts and feelings envelop my
spirit, It 1s also an escape from some of the
more difficult realities of life that we all have
to face at sometime or another. Whenever |
feel wension it is good 10 get the shovel and
dig. dig, dig! You may ponder on the fact tha
we have developed one and a half acres from
seratch in 6 years!

It was in May last vear that | realized
that our garden is an escape for many others
too, Here, they can lose themselves along
the many pathways and garden rooms and
concentrate only on the different plants and
trees and various distractions that catch them
unaware and pul a smle on their faces.

I was sharing these thoughts with a lady
who had returned a week afier our garden
opening for a special plant that she had re-
guested. She said "Yes, ['m one of those! My
husband is in the car, parked at the end of the
drivewny. He has Alzheimers and Parkinsons

The BSQ Web Site

Don't forget that the society has a web
site. We place urgent and general information
and information on the site,

The URL is:

www.Bromeliadsqueensland.com
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Disease and 'm his carer. A couple of hours
gelaway 10 a garden is so precious!™ We meet
s0 many appreciative people.

When we open our garden we aim 10
provide the “total experience.” Many visitors
love 1o sit and have a cup of tea and chat for
awhile. | have gathered enough mugs, tables
and chairs to seal 45 al a time. The excellent
urn that Bob Cross kindly allows us (o borrow
provides * worry free, non stop hot water™,
Fresh, clean, white tablecloths adorn all the
tables and freshly made 1tasty sandwiches
and Devonshire teas are readily ovailable,
Relfreshments are served on the back porch
which is sheltered and shaded by colourtul
standardized bougainvilleas which flower
throughout the vear and provide a convivial
atmosphers.

A wonderful integral part of our apen
garden has been the glorious harp music
and song provided by Jacqui Lamoni who
is a true professional in every way. Jacqui
dresses in mediaeval costume which includes
a long Aowing satin gown with matching
fowers in her hair. The music floats through
the gardens.

Of course this all sounds wonderful,
looks wonderful and hopefully is o wonder-
ful experience for all who come. However,
the " behind the scenes™ realily encompasses
months and months of preparation. This
means rimming, raking, exlensive garden
mulching and makeovers [especially dur-
ing drought] and more time watering if the
drought 15 prolonged. Thankfully our bro-
melind gardens need litile water! They only
need a strong hose oul to “clean their faces ™
before visitors arrive,

Time must also be spent on promotion
— leafiets printed and distributed, a history and
description of the garden 1o be handed out on
the day, contacting newspapers, radio, efc,
Food and drink has 1o be ordered | collected
and prepared.
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An essential element for the success of
an open garden is HELPERS!

1 am elernally thankful to the 18 people
who give up a half or even a full day to help
. Many came from our bromeliad society, as
well as friends trom my school and college
days, filling such positions as gale entry, sell-
ing planis, catering. Without their help it jusi
wouldn’t happen. Thankyou,

S0, will we open our garden agam?...
What, do you think we're crazy? - Yes, prob-
ably!!!

Alcantarea nova
aff. patriae RSS vs.

Alcantarea extensa
Author: Rob Smythe MSc

This name nova is only a lemporary
name for this plant until a botanist describes
it I purchased 1t as Afe. edmundod | this name
no longer exists) but alter Aowering | knew
this name to be incorrect for other reasons.
I vou go back 1o July/ August 2009 jssue
of this magazine pp 116 10 120 the full story
will unfold. The related pictures should ap-
pear in this edition,

In Jun/Feb 2008 there was an article on
“The Might Flowering Alcantarea edmundoi®;
It you think you have this plant the pictures
on page 14 of that ssue might help a litde,
This name was corrected in the July/August
2008 1ssue. The article | am about to write,
with the pictures n this issue should help
yvou decide iff you have this possible new
species,

Ale. mova aff. parriae resembles Al
patrige and Afe extensa. Here 1 hope o help
you separate novie from extensa. Extensa is
4 poorly described species which is currently
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under review. Using data from Snuth and
Down'’s description and some additions oc-
curring in the Alcantaren literature in more
recent times, | have compared this data with
my data for nova,

Mowva has a much larger Aower 14em
v, Y-1lem, Nowva has a fascinating flower
being strongly orange/bronze in bud. Opens
as night approaches. wrning into o bright
golden yellow flower which matures a couple
of hours afier dark. no scent, wind pollinated,

The Book!

“Starting with Bromeliads™ is
LK) pages in length and comains over
201 colour photographs of bromeliads
and covers such topics as plant de-
scriptions, caring for bromehads, and
landscaping with bromeliads.

Starting with Hromeliads

[T T T T ——

The book is available for pus-
chase at o price of $18 plus 53 P&P,
Discounts available tor bulk pur-
chases

To place your erder please post
a II.'IL'H']L‘}' t'l]'L{I..'r [{n ]

The Secretary

Bromeliad Society of Queensland
PO Box 565, Fortitude Valley,
Queensland, Australia 4006
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All photos are of Alc. *Nova® all. pairiae
RSS.

Top left: flower Spike.

Centre left: with immature inflorescence,
Bottom Left: Seeds

Top right: 3 metres high to top of inflores-
CEnce,

Bottom right: Showing long floral branches
on the inflorescence
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and going limp and white by nud moming and
dripping nectar from glands which are not
inside the lower. No comparison is available
for extensa. One might say if extensa did this
it would be reported.

The answer is a lot of the data comes
from dried herbarium specimens so none of
this would be recorded, Nova is much wider
in the leaf than extensa with 18 em wide leaf
blades vs. 5-10 em. Extensa is the wider plani
with leaves [00cm vs. 85 ¢m and of sunilar
height plant when in Aower,

= Branches § 1o 9 with extensa and 13 to
4 with nova,

* Branches 63 cm with extensa and 35 cm
for nova

* Flowers 9-11 ¢m for extensa and 14 cm
for nova

« Pelals 8 cm for extensa and 11 em for
NOvE.

The funnel of leaves seems to be the
most obvious distinguishing feature, Both
are a bluish green but nova has leaves twice
as wide with a rounded tip appearance due
tova distinetive downwardly curled tip. Look-
ing at the sketch adjoining the deseription
of extensa | can see that extensa has a more
gradually tapering tip with no pronounced
curling,

One major problem in adhering to the
botanical description 15 thal extensa is de-
scribed as having smooth shiny leaves when
every plant we believe 1o be extensa has a
dull wax-coated bands. Surely they can’t all
be wrong! | contacted a leading Aleantarea
taxonomist aboul this and he suggested that
with drying and handling of herbarium speci-
mens this wax can be worn away.

I hope that 15 enough to help you sort
oul your plant.

Bromeliaceae

Bromeliad Society of
Queensland Inc.

Annual General Meeting

Venue: The Uniting Hall, 32 Merthyr
Rd.. New Farm. Brisbane,

18th March 2010
commencing 7.30 pm.

Business to be conducted includes:
= Receiving the Society’s finance state-
ment and audit report For the last report-
able year
= Presenting the financial statement and
audit report to the meeting for adoption
* Electing members of the managemeni
commitlee
« Appointing an auditor or accountant for
the present/new financial year

THE OLIVE
BRANCH

Len and Olive Trevor
232 Canvey Road, Ferny Grove,
Qld 4053
Specialising in hybrid Vrvieseas,
Aechmens, Variegated
MNeoregelias
Skotak Hybrids, Aussie Dream and
varieties, and other gquality
Bromeliads

Phone (07) 3351 1203

Visitors welcome by appointment - Please
Phone First
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Growing Broms as

Semi-Aquatics.
Author: Rob Smythe MSc

I think this is a feature of broms not
yet utilized enough in garden planning.
Semi aqualic just means the root system is
under water. (Ed. see image opposife page
hatton)

Previously 1 had reported growing Or-
thophytum and Neophytum as semi aquatics,
here | am reporting on Owesnelia arvensis asa
perfect subject. The tag on the lefl hand plant
savs Seplember 2008 so its lower section has
been under water for 14 months.

By September this year | was not sure
of the plant’s name so the second plant is
definitely Qwesnelio arvensiy and it has been
in place Y weeks, There is always something
to learn, Mow when [ find one of those disas-
ters - Neo's black with scale on the underside
- | just throw them in the old back pond for
a week: Works just like a thorough coat of
oil but sate.

| then treat the area above the water line
by my preferred method. With such badly in-
fested plants, in the past. | knew | could never
win so | concentrated on gettmg clean pups
then put mother in the bin. Not o now,

More & More Macaw

Author; Deb Home

Relief] The Neo, “Red Macaw” beast has
finally flowered, Shown here, photographed
with other larger growing neoregelias.

This wonderful plant is now a mighty
Tmwide, Taking up valuable space of around
12 or more usual size plants...the beast has
been moved around + round with its arms
oul ready to attack any innocenl passer-by.
The beast 15 now destined 1o hang from the
roof perhaps?.

(Ed See image opposite page top)

Bromeliaceae comes
under fire

wl’lan t Biortech

Suppliers of fine

tissue-cultured bromeliads

infoicplanthiotech.conrau
www planthiotech. cona

Phone (07) 5471 6036
Postal Address: 7 Thougla Place,
Buderim QLD 4556
Lab: 99 West Coolum Road,
Mount Coolum QLD 4573

Bromeliaceue

Now as editor, T thought | was doing a
good job and that seems 1o be the opinion of
a lot of the Society’s members as well. | love
reading those very mee little notes that people
write on their membership renewals.

About half of the Society’s expenditure
goes into the printing and postage of this
journal, 1 think that is fiir enough because the
other half can go towards ninning the Soci-
ety. The membership fees have had 1o rise
cover the costs of the Society, basically we
have been running at a loss and that cannot
be allowed o cominue.

If you wani to0 show yvour support or
show your distavour, drop me an email;

rossjansienhousela hoimail.com

or send a letter to the secretary. he likes
wetting letters

11 Jan/Feb 2010
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Vriesea *Goldfinger’
i Devele Butcher 12/2(09,

This all started in November when
Mick Romanowski from Melbourne sent
me a Frievea dulvia in bud and asking me w
butcher it. He was dubious aboul the name!

The plant flowered so | was able to
chssect it and lake scans of the various bits, |
was even able o use a new gadget which | call
my computer plug in microscope that | had
ool through Tan Hook, the BSA webmasier,
to prove il had petal appendages!

Armed with this information | referred
the matter to Harmy Luther asking him 1o
confirm this was really a Vriesea dubia with
a yellow flower. Much lo my surprise Harry
wis very dubious about the name and wanted
more information!

Subsequent investigation revealed that
Peter Tristram from near Coft’s Harbour in
New South Wales had imported an unknown
Vrieses from Wemer Krauspe in California
around 1980, When it flowered. Harry said he
comsidered it Lo be a Friesea dihio. This isin
line with o similar species Fr: ehrisostachys
which can have either white or yellow flow-
ers, This did not worry me but it did worry
Peter because Friesea althovibrohracieata
was makimg its rounds and this was consid-
ercd 10 be a synononyvm of ¥ divhia. The rest
of us Aussies blithely carried on propagating
this Fiz elbia. I grew well under many differ-
ent growing conditions and its "gold fingers’
lasted for months. You rarely saw the vellow
Aowers poking up becaise they blended in
with the vellow bracts! It never set seed!

Let us have a quick look at Smith &
Downs Tillandsioideae 1977 where we have
this group of vriesias included in the section
Xiphion. Many of the species here are now
treated in the genus Wernuhia, leaving behind
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a hotchpotch of species in Vriesea, Grant in
the 1990°s moved the more blatant oddbods
from Vriesea to Werauhia and Alcantaren
but lefi other oddbods behind! However, he
did suggest that these "Colombian® vrieseas
seemed better treated as “Allardtia’! { Pers
Commy

I the 1980°s V. dubia and V. chrys-
asfachvs were known to the botanie world
and then Harry Luther introduced us to V
aspinge 10 1983, He did not know how vari-
abie this species could be because il was not
until 1992 that var, gruber was published,

So in the 1980 he would have had a
mare narrow view of what V. ospinge looked
like,

Also in the [980°s the hybridisis in
Europe were busy too with these new acquisi-
tions-and we know that I “Elan’ came from
this era. If you refer to the anticle on *Elan’
in *Unecle Derek says® hup/itebs org vou
will see the mess made on parentase quoted.
We do not know what other hybrids were at-
tempted either in Europe or the USA,

We now are in a quandary as 1o the true
origing of “Goldfinger’ because you can see
influences of ¥ ospinae in it 15 it man made
or will it be found in the wild? The hest solu-
tion is to give it a cultivar name.

THE UPPER
PUPPERS

{by Olwen Ferris)

Editoricd comment {Bobh Reiftlvi:Most
Bromeliads produce theiv pups, or offsers,
fow dlowmr ot the plant, near gronnd-tevel,
These pups are relatively easy to remove,
Hovwever, a member of bromeliods, includ-
ing some very desirable ones, produce their
paips high wp on the parvent plant. Exampiles
of species that do this are: Veteseo oloata and
Cinzemamian seitgiinean, In the article helow,
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Cwen Ferriv (deceased) desceribes how
she removed these pups, Obwen Ferris ran
a vetall hroneliod mosery for many vears
anel else edited Bromeleirer I'J'-"IL'_,rra.r.'J'mn" tf
the Ausiradivm Bromeliad Socien | lne]) for
over L vears. This article is reprinted, with
permnission, from the Septemberi/Ogtoher
1984 edition of Bromeletren,

Muny people ask me what vy favourile
bromeliad is: a question that is very hard (o
answer, One species thal gives me oulstand-
ing satistaction over a long flowering period
is Tillawelsia lindenii. It is more than 20 years
since | bought a4 plant, past Aowering. but
with one nice offsel growing alongside the
spent, central, dry scape. An that time, | had
no knowledge of how o surgically remove
central offsets on plants of this type, so 1 lefl
ttalowe. [ later removed the dry leaves from
the old purent plant and lowered the new plant
down into the lerracona pot, taking care to
use 4 very open mix with clunks of tree fern
fibre and charcoal,

The new plant duly Aowered and three
suckers appeared around the spent spike,
When they were about 75% grown, | decided
to experiment and remove two offsets.

First step. | mude myself comiurable
aba table where the light was good, A sharp
imstrument was needed. so my serrated veg-
etable knife came in handy,

Second step. Look closely at the plant
Remove leaves from the side of the offsel
and directly below it (Split the leal down
the centre and tear one hall’ of it away by
twisting to the right. and then the other in

the opposite direction, Repeat with each leaf

1o be removed ).

Third step. As you can see no roots
descending on the outer side of the mother
plunt, there 1s only one place thar you will
tind them e, inside the stem of the old plant,
Have you removed enough leaves 1o allow
for eusy working on cach side of the offser”

Bromeliaceage

MIDHURST
BROMELIAD
NURSERY

SPECIALIST GROWERS OF
TILLANDSIA SEEDLINGS

Hard grown to suit All Australian
conditions

Wholesale and Mail Order Only
Write for a free price list of Tillandsia
and other genera to:

MIDHURST BROMELIAD
NURSERY
P. 0. BOX 612

HURSTBRIDGE, 3099
PHONE (03) 9718 2887
FAX (03) Y718 2760
EMAIL : midhurstfa netspace.net.an

BROMAGIC

BROMELIAD NURSERY

421 Hunchy Rd,
Palmwoods 4555

OPENTO THE PUBLIC
WEDS - FRIDAY 9:30 - 2:30
SATURDAY 9:00 - 4:00
An extensive range of Bromeliads
including many first release
Neoregalia hybrids

www, bromelinds-of-australis.com.au
For enguiries phone Sue on
07 54450441
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You have to be able w see where the offsel
emerges from the mother's sten.

Fourth step. Make o downward cul
into the mother’s stem on eich side of the
offsel to he removed. | like o do it Litle by
little, gradually deeper-and downwards, and
also gradually levering the offset forward,
The roots attached to the offset will hold the
sucker {onto the mother plant), and | like 1o
eel 15 cm of rool, so make a cut this distance
below, and genily tear the plant away. Dust
the base with fungicide, or one of the new
rovling powders, and pot in an open polting
mix in a small pot. When rooted, al2 ¢m
hanging pot will accommodate your plani
of T lindenii,

WARNING: Always slarl cutting on
each side of any central offsel. never from be-
hind. Otherwise, one tiny slip of the knife and
you cin end up with a handful of leaves,

Membership Fee
Increase

In the year 2010 the membership
fee is 53500 single/S40.00 fanmly/ 5350
overseas Payment may be made by cash,
chegue or money order. The Society does
not have any electrome bankmyg facility
to accept credit card pavments,

Fees fall due 151 January each year
and the constitution allows a gruee perod
of two months o allow people 1o pay their
fees, making the end of February as the
cut-off date,

In order 1o control costs, Brome-
laceae will nol be posted 1o members
who haven’t pud their fees.

Bromeliaceae

FOREST DRIVE
NURSERY

Located wt REPTON, South of Cofis
Harbour, NSW
Spectalising in species and varieties from
mostly imporied stock

Tillandsias to Titillate even the most

discerning fanciers
Beautiful Vrieseas (including Silver
species), Guzmanias,
Aechmeas, Neoregelias, etc.

Visitors Welcome, Please Phone First
(02) 6655 4130
Mail Order List - Send SAE
Peter Tristram, PO Box 53, Repton,
NEW, 2454

BRISBANE
BROMELIAD
CENTRE

34 Haoton Road, Morayfield 4506
HUGE SELECTION
of
Aechmens, Vrieseas, Guzmanias,
Neoregelias
Nidularium & Tillandsias
together with a variety of rarer species
and hydrids
BARBARA and LORRAINE
Phone (07) 5433 0303
VISITORS by APPOINTMENT
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Alcantarea turgida
Author: Rob Smythe MSc

Alcantarea tureida Versieuy & Wand..
sp. nov, Brittonia 39(1): 37-64. 2007 (Ed. See
image opposite page.)

This. one of the most horticulturally
exciting alcantareas, only described in 2007,
15 shown above. Only this week afier a bit
of nagging Leonardo Versicux has sent me
pictures and given me permission to publish
them here. | only had a black and white sketch
and nice bloke as he is he must have got tired
of saying, " no™ 1o pictures that I sent him.

Unfortunately | have not turned it up in
Australia, as yel, and with the newest import
regulations it may be a couple of vears being
cleared of possibly being a weed. Bob Reilly
15 lookmg after that end. As you can see from
the photo even though there 1s a heap of seed-
lings at the base it is very sparse. There may
be & couple more al the cliff base. 1t has been
found at three protected sites but Leonardo
feels 1ts existence might be threatened in
the future because of its horticulivral desir-
ability and fires from adjacent grazing areas.
Future penerations may only have this photo
10 admire. Knowing some of the Mexicans
down seuth I'm not too worried about that
happening.

Like most alcantareas it has a place in
our garden as an architectural exhibit. Aver-
aging 2.5 m high (in flower) and averaging
1.5 meters wide it will be statuesque. It prows
at exactly the same latitude as where Towns-
ville sits but we have no gardens at 1M o
1200 meters up in the air so il should grow
great guns in Brishane. We seem 1o be doing
O with imperialis up here so we should do
OFK with this plant. The secret to growing
alcantareas 15 1o get them moving and don’
let them stall. This way they flower in aboul
a third of the time for neglected plants.
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Keep looking. There may be one ou
there. Plants it might be confused with are:

Afe. musilaginosa leaves are very dif-
ferent. Ale musifaginosa appears to be in
Australia under the name 4fe. "Raymond
Ciolden Brown’ or code PF975,

[ noueed this connection immediaely
on publication so | have sent photos of our
plant {PF975) 1o the botanist who described
the mew species and was told that il looks
like Afe. musilaginesa. That 15 usually nearly
100% confirmation from a botanist. 1 wall
wait till 1 see fresh material. Ross Little has
sent me a hair pup. Fingers crossed for *2-3
years”. If vou need 1o compare your plant
with PF375 a photo is available on the Ausi.
Brom. Web site.

Ale extenva and vinieolar-- this time
the plant itself looks similar but the inflores-
cence is quite different,

Ale. imperialis— the plant colouration
looks similar but the bright shiny leaf surface
of turgida is a dead give away. Flowers also
are of a completely different type.

Ale. geniculata here the give away 15
the leaf colour. Geniculata is not red. You
could be tricked here as you will have to see
your suspect plant grown in full sun. A plant
of Ale. hefoisae has similar distribution of
colour but not so dramatic. 1 stays all green
unless in all day full sun. and | believe in
cool conditions

Leonardo Versieux - turgida is not
always red leaved so vouw may have fo oo fo
the original deseription aned use maore speciol-
izedd txanomic details to separate seniculata
Jram turgida. Leal colour is noi given miech
impartance in batanical descriptions, fmpe-
rigtlis is deseribed ax green plus obsewrely
spoited. Odorata is said o be green and
firgide iy wine colonred marging with wine
spotting. We dwve seen brilliant ved forms af
etll of these,

Something to look forward Lo,
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Take Notes

Author: Leisa Driesener

It you're very new 1o bromeliads, or
have a small collection, you may not be too
concerned about the exact names und details
of each plani. But over time as your interest
and collection expands, you might find it
handy 1o have a record of what you have, and
how they've grown and changed over time.

Here are some simple ideas 1o track
your bromeliads:

* Rule up a cheap exercise book with
columns for dalta such as genus, name,
purchased date, amount, source, flowering
date, number of pups, position in the garden,
description elc.

= Organising your information onto
separate pages or sections for each genus, eg
MNeoregelia. Tillandsia ete, makes il casier 1o
locate the details for a particular plant, and 1o
keep a growing collection organised.

= An (exercise book sized) address book
with A-Z tabs can also be handy to provide
organisation and separation of names alpha-
betically.

* Take (digital) photos of your broms
to record when they're looking their best
flowering or having pups.

* If vou've gol an unknown plant, and
want to get 1t identified, having a good picture
of it in flower can be invaluable,

= Organise your brom photos on your PC
into separate folders with one per month, eg
20040 Sep, 2010 _Oct, etc or per year, so you
can look back 10 see what the plant was like
this time last vear,

= O keep o separate folder for each genus,
and prefix the orginal filename of each pic-
ture with the name of the plani and the date
of the picture (in year-month-day format),
eg Neo Lila (90702 P2013602.JPG. Neo_
Lila 091207 PBOB4002Z.IPG. (Right-click
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on the file and select Rename, but remember
to keep the file extension. eg JPG) Sorting
the files in a folder by filename will group
all pretures for a given plant together and list
them in date order.

« Compare pictures over tme 1f vou're
moving plants around the garden or shade
house or changing vour potting mix etc, 10 see
if vou're getting belter or worse resulls.

= Keep a loghbook of vour watering and
fertilising regimen if you're aiming for the
opiimal resulls; used together with your pic-
tures, you can readily see the results,

* Keep a wish list of plants. but dont for-
gel 1o eross them off as vou acquire them!

At WAR with Wrigglers

by Rob Smyihe MSc

The picture on the page over shows the
weapons for mass destruction of mossies, Al
the start of the wet season wrigglers become
a problem in broms in the tropics. Afier about
a month all settles down as mossie predators
are then in numbers.

My artillery is shown in the picture and
includes the tollowing:

* Atorch, this is important as the easiest
way 1o find these pesky critters is at night.

= A very large flat and white observa-
tion tray.

* Skewers: used to puncture the wells
of offending plants. The smaller BB skewer
shown is used for Neoregelias while the
child’s fishing rod tpped with a nail is used
for the big Aechmeas and the like, With larpe
Alcantareas and the like of the Ae. dlanche-
tiema allinnee | use the very large fishing rod
type skewers 1o penetrate the base of theleaf
to let the water out, This 15 only used on
mature leaves otherwise the hole migrates
upwards and the axil as the leaf grows and
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The two images show descendents of a single plant
(bought as Neo. *Marble Throat™) grown by Leisa Driesener,
showing definite cultural variation.

In Leisa’s article, she emphasises the importance of
keeping records, in this case photos. Leisa’s two pictures
allow ready comparison of her potting mix & light level
experiments,

(Ed. See image right of the Neo. Marble Throat with
wihich I am more familiar )

Bromeliaceae 19
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once more fills with water, Add water gel
instead for these cases. For small flowered
Neoregelias | usually remove the source of
food by serewing out the dead Aower. Muoss-
tes usually don’t bother the plant then and
are visible if they infest. | sometimes want
1o keep plants with setting seed. | push the
skewer down under the flower and release
the water,

= A siphon: for plants you can’t tip over.
| also use a glass pipetie for smaller volumes
of water (nol in picture),

» Kero: a couple of drops wipes out
wrigglers and spares the predators, Using
kero/ canola oil mix as a spray. is safer,

= A buckel 1o transfer water from the
tray 1o the watering can. Watering can o
transfer predators more widely through out
your plant collection.

= Water Gel erysials-use mentioned
above

Bromelia balansae in

Australia
by Derek Butcher Noy 2009.

This all started for me in 1982 when |
had been seconded by my Emplover to work
in Svdney for a few months. My Bromelia
balansae flowered and 1t was left to my
neighbour 1o be so astounded at the colours
produced that she took photos. The plant got
too big and was removed {rom the front gar-
den and I ook little notice of this prickly plant
which 1s a bit slow under Adelaide conditions,
Bill Morris did tell me that when he was in
Cairns in the 19705 they had these planis in
the centre strip of the main street. 1 have been
advised that these are no more and have been
replaced by Pitcairnia of some sort.

In 1995 in the Bromeliad Sociely
Journal page 261, Harry Luther wrole about
wrongly named Bromelia in Florida and [ felt
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that the same errors could apply to Ausiralia,
Despite my asking people to lake photos of
their Aowering 8. hafansae 1 gol nowhere. |1
wasn 't going 1o grow prickly things like that
when | had tillandsias to play with!

Pricklies are best in someone else’s
garden and best observed from a distance.
Some keen growers in Adelaide maintained
that growing the plant 10 a large plastic pot
was the answer but nobody saw a flower with
this method but lots of offsets. These invari-
ablv emerged through the drainage hole and
because it was Harry Bamford's plant we
called it *Harry’s Problem” because nobody
wanted to solve it

What a surprise when a fellow Tilland-
sia nutter by the name of Gary May of
Brisbane said he had seen this beautifully
strikingly red Bromelio balansae growmg in
someone else’s parden! AND he was prepared
to get close and take pholos —even 1o getiing
access 10 a single flower so 1 could check
the sepal shape. He even had one in his own
back vard that followed closely in Aower-
g too, This is why you see these stunning
photos here.

The key o the genus in Smith & Downs
is not easy to follow and when you see two or
three species names cropping up in more than
ene place as you wander through the key you
realise there is a certain amoun of overlap-
ping i key elements! Anyway, | could not get
past 8. serra another wide spread species in
the wild. Rather tentatively | wrote to Harry
Luther for his view and he said. © 1 believe
you are correct’.

History has a habit of repeating itsell
and shows how plants that have not had their
names changed because nobody read the
articles. have a habit of surviving whereas
those that have been corrected died, Perhaps
we should treat this as Uncle Derek’s Prin-
ciple or UDP for short. Any way. this is what
Mulford Foster wrole over 300 years ago
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Top above ; Bromelia serra  photo by Gary May
Bottom above : Bromelia serra  photo of branch by Gary May
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“NOMENCLATURE CLARIFICA-
TION -No. 6 by Mulford B. Foster in Brom
Soc Bull. 5(4): 6. 1955

Bromelia serra versus B. Balansae

The most commaon species of the genus
Bromelia in our subtropical gardens is 8.
halansae. This species was first distributed
under the name of 8. serra.

B. Balansae is native to Argentina,
Brasil and Paraguay. [t has an upright inflo-
rescence that sometimes reaches four feet,
The flowers are borne in a rather tight fit-
ting panicle which branches out as the fruit
ripens.

B. serra bears a much smaller and
more compact semi-globular Aower head
and the inflorescence seldom atiains more
than twelve to eighteen inches in height.
Baoth species are very showy when they are
coming into flower, although 8. balansae
puts on a4 much more spectacular show with
its crimson red bracts which surround the
inflorescence.

(On the Cover page of The Bromeliad
Society Bulletin, Vol. 2, Mo. 3, May/-June
1952, is shown a very good photo of 8. pin-
auin. This species is common throughout the
Caribbean and West Indian area, and while
there have been some plants of this species
in a few gardens, it has not been as popular
as 8. Balansae or the B. serra var, variegata

WILDFIRE GARDEN
BROMELIAD NURSERY
ALCANTAREA'S FOLIAGE VRIESEA'S
NEOREGELIA'S & OTHER GENERA

VISITORS WELCOME
BY APPOINTMENT

Cheryl Basic
1560 Yandina-Coolum road
Yandina. 4561
Ph. 17 5472 8827
Maob. 0403 193069
wildfiregarden(a westnet.com.au

because of its less spectacular colour display.
Unfortunately, during the past fifteen years
or more, practically all of the species in the
genus Bromelia to be found in our southem
gardens, or in the northern botanical gardens,
has been labelled B, pinguin,

The genus in general has been a hitl
confusing to both botanist and layman bul
the fresh material of both 8. serva and 5. ha-
{unsee the writer collected in 1939 and 1940
helped to clear up some of this confusion, |
have collected more thun a dozen species of
these well-armed spiny members of the penus
Bromehia, two of them being new, and | can
quite readily undersiand why so many poor
and ofien incomplete herbarium specimens
have been presented 1o the botanist for iden-
tification,”

This raises the question as to whether
the variegated Bromelia got to Australia,
I feel it did not, otherwise there would be
even more fanfares!So i your 8. halonsae
Aowers like the photos then please change
its name to B. serra. But please look after it
after changing the label — Beware UDP! If
il does not agree and you are prepared o do
what Gary did, then send me photos too and
wie will have more investigation,

BROMELIAD GARDENS
Prize Winning Bromeliads for Sale

We take pride in growing bromeliads to
their fill potential
Stroll through eur | and 172
acres of inspirational sardens
Complimentary Devonshire Tea

Large groups welcome
Ph. [07] 32060807
Anne MceBurmie / Philip Beard

5 Timbertop Court
Capalaba. 4157
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Tillandsia ‘Hal’s Nidus’

by Derek Butcher 11/2009.

This plant became a “Tillouts™ discus-
sion when Mark Supple of Newcastle showed
i1 photo of 4 flowering plamt of his called
F fascicidara “Minor®, As you all know, |
shudder at the use of this adjective because il
means there are differences between this plant
and the species but nobody has bothered 1o
define what these differences are.

The advantage of Tillnuts is that we are
all terrible poker players and love 10 show
our hand so others can get involved. This
was no exception where it appears this plant
started 1ts Australian life in the 19807 when
Hal Ellis from Victoria was importing plants
with Garry Thompson.

As 18 usual, offsets get exchanged
and Chris Larson was not happy with the
name ‘minor’ and started investigating. He
even cornered Renate Ehlers at the Adelaide
Conference in 995, It was felt that the plant
could be Rauh's T nidis which was still a
somewhat unknown quantity at that time,
MNothing further was done other than Chris
and Maurice Kellett changing their name 1o
T nichis,

For the first time we will now show
what Rauh said in 1983 but in English|

Tillandsia nidhs Rauh & Lehmann,
Trop. Subtrop. Pflanz. 41: 19-22. 1983

= Plant stemless, lowerning to 20cm high,
l.i_’ii"'.-'L‘H MEMETONS, NAarrow, erecl. oCcastion-
ally secund, making a large rosetle § — bem
diam.

» Leaf sheath indistinel, ca 3em long,
| 4em wide, pale brown lepidote.

= Leaf blade erect, narrow triangular, w
20cem Jong, 1.4em wide near sheath, chan-
nelled, long attenuate, green, dense prey
lepidote.

= Scape very short, 2
thick.

* Scape bracts 2 - 3, membranous, ca 2em
long, much shorter than the primary bract.

= Primary bract leaflike, erect, the boltom
ones with its sheath as long as the spike with
long filiform dense grey lepidote blade. the
upper ones shorter.

* Inflorescence nestling. exceeded by the
leaves, 8 — l0cm long. 5 — Bem wide, densely
bipinnate, with 10 — 14 erect, complanate,
short stermmed, 4 — Sem long, 1.5em wide,
ca. 3 flowered spikes.

* Flower bracts densely imbricate. ca.
dem long, 1.2em wide, keeled, with shon
hooked lip, membranous. carmine red, at
the botiom green, laxly lepidote. smooth,
iwhen dry strongly nerved) much exceeding
the sepals,

= Sepals 23mm long, 6mm wide, acumi-

Jem long, 4mm

Books For Sale

The Society has the followmg books for sale;

= Starting with Bromeliads 518
= Pitcher Plants of the Americas B0
= Bromeliads: A Cultural Manual 85

= Back Copies of Bromeliaceae (2003, 2006 Editions) 24

= Bromeliads tor the Contemporary Garden by Andrew Steens %36
* Bromeliads: Nexl Generaton by Shane Zaghini 533
= Bromeliads: The Connoisseurs Guide by Andrew Steens 536

Postage and package extra. Unfortunately we cannol supply overseas orders. Pleasel
phone the Librarian, Mrs Evelyn Rees (07) 3355 0432 1o order books,
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nate. keeled, membranous. free, reddish at
tip. otherwise whitish.

« Petals 4em long. 3mm wide, pale violet
with white edges and a blunt weakly reflexed
lip,

= Stamens and Style protruding. Filament
22mm long. anther Tmm long.

« (hary Tom long.

= Habitat central Mexico without exact
location.

* Hololype BGH 46 409 1n Heidelberg |
HEID)

T midns had already been known for
a long time by 1. Zehnder, Kaktimex, Swit-
zerland, without collection data and reached
Dr. ). Rutschmann, Basel, as T digtiesii *Me:e®
on the basis of the nesting, deeply inserted
inflorescence in the leaf rosetie, and was
sent to the collection in the Botanical garden
Heidelberg, As such. it was published as a
colour photograph by Rauh in the Journal of
The Bromeliad Society Vol. XXXI, No., 5,
1981, pages, 218-219.

Investigation has yielded however that
il is not T diguetii, becanse this plant resem-
bles a voung T, seleriana “Mez" with sessile
inflorescence and amongst other things the
base of the leal rosette is o pseudo-bulb.
Compared to T pidus, T plagiotropica Ro-
hweder, has a flal spreading rosette ( fig. 9).

T miches may be one of the many natural
hybrids, that have recently become known
from Mexico.

MNote - no mention made of reddening
in the centre a1 anthesis

Things have moved on since then be-
cause the next reporting we got was that De
Rebus [, 1994 indicated this was a natural
hybrid of fasciculata x jonantha . Note that we
still did not know where it could be found in
the wild! We do know that by 1997 Birdrock
had it in their catalogue but no location. We
do know thal Renate Ehlers collected the
plant in 2006 near Coatepec in the State of
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Vera Cruz, Mexico. We do know that with
natural hybrids, back crossing occurs making
it difficult to know what range this hybrid
might have.

This then is whal we know aboul the
plant in the wild but can we link a plant im-
ported in the 198(0Vs o T nidhes or Taniches?
The safer option is 1o give this clone the name
of T. *Hal's Nidus® and to use Mark Supple’s
photo as an example. The reason why | picked
the name 15 that if vour plant can be traced to
Hal Ellis or has a suspect name hike ‘nidus’
vou can al least follow the threads.

There are certamly other plants that
look similar to this plant and have doubtful
pedigree which could be linked 1o *Hal's Nid-
us” but that is the decision of the owners.

As for the future where someone is try-
ing to identify a plant at least we have photos
of what we consider typical 7. fusciculata, T,
nichus and 7. ‘Hal's Nidus'

M. J. PATERSON

212 SANDY CREEK ROAD,
GYMPIE, Qld 4570

Large Range of Bromeliads For Sale
Especially our own Hybrid Tillandsias
and Neoregelias

DO CALL IN IF YOU ARE UP THIS
WAY BUT PLEASE PHONE FIRST

PHONE / FAX
(07) 5482 3308
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Above and below right: Tillandsia *Hal’s Nidus® photos by M. Supple

Below left : Tillandsia xnidus in Coatepec photo by R. Ehlers
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Catherine Wilson -
Mother of millions!

Author: Ross Stenhouse

When | was placing the captions for the
various images that are in this journal. | came
across one which was labelled Billberaiv
*Cathrine Wilson® hybrid.

MNow as | keep saying, [ am really trying
hard 1o get the names correet for the planis in
the illustrations,

Being an analytical type of person, the
thought process went something like this,
Because 11's called “Catherine Wilson™ the
name structure means i1's & hybrid. Thas plant

was entered in a plant competition, the person
likely knows more than me so the fact that
they put it on the label must mean something,
I leave it like it is.

Down to Derek Butcher goes a prool
copy for checking of the plant names. back
comes the answer - Drop the hvbrd off the
end of the name. Best called "Catherine
Wilson®.

[t%s difficult 1o get across that seed
from a hybrid is another hybrid AND does
not have the same name. Seed from a true
species relains that species name. We know
that Grace Goode used *Catherine Wilson® in
several of her Billbergia hybrids and no deubi
many others did the same thing.

Looking at the ones registered makes
you realise how difficult it is 1o correctly
wentify them, If you did an article on this
perhaps it could be called “Catherine Wilson
- Mother of millions!”

The above is obvious to the experi-
enced grower but confusing to beginners!

Calendar of Events

Sat 20th Feb 2010 - Field Day to Genny & John Catlan’s Garden 17 Pelican Parade, Jacob’s
Well. Plant sales. #am to 2 pm. Moming tea provided. Guest speakers. Please bring your own
chair, For more info. eontact Ruth (afier 4pm) on 3208 0346 or Bev on 3208 7417

Sat 27th & Sun 28th February 2000 — Bromeliad Extravaganza Wavell Heights Commu-
nity Hall 175 Edinburgh Castle Road Wavell His. Free admission. 300+ varieties for sale.
New releases. Refreshmenis & lunch by Chermside Guides. For more info. contaet Nigel
on 5485 3800

Sat 6th March 2010 - Field Day to Len & Olive Trevor's Nursery 232 Canvey Rd, Ferny
Grove Plant sales 9am 1o 3pm Guest speakers. Come along and enjoy free refreshments.
displays, demomstrations and our new sales area, Enquires: 3351 1203

Sat 3rd & Sun 4th April 2010 - BS(Q Bromeliad Bonanegn Mt Coot-tha Gardens Audito-
rium Spectacular displays. Over 700 varietieshybrids on sale. Refreshments available for
purchase. Muonster Bromeliad Raffle. Wide range of bromeliad books for sale. Plenty of
free parking.  Admission: Adulis $3.00 Children under 14 years free.

GENERAL MEETINGS of the Society are held on the 3rd Thursday of each month
excepl for December, at the Uniting Hall, 52 Merthyr Rd., New Farm, Brisbane, commenc-
ing 7.30 pm. Classes for beginners commence at 7.00) pm.
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Plant of the Month Programme for 2010

FEBRUARY:  Ananus, Intergeneric Plants, Tillandsias and Full-sun Neoregelias.

MARCH: Cryptanthus, Tillandsias, Full-sun Aechmeas and Canistrums

APRIL: Cryptanthus, Tillandsias

MAY; Spotted Neoregelias, Orthophytums, Tillandsias and Variegared
Bromeliads

JUNE: Alcantareas. Foliage Vrieseas, Dyckias, Hechtias

JULY: Billbergias, Pitcairmias, Nidulariums

AUGUST: Billbergins, Folinge Vrieseas, Catopsis and Mimature Neoregelias,

SEPTEMBER:  Billbergias and Guemanias.

OCTOBER: Vreseas, Neoregelins, Nidulariums, Guemamas

NOVEMBER: Not often seen Bromeliads and Succulents

Competition Schedule for 2010

Mowice, Intermediate and Advanced in cach Class of the Mini-Shows and in the Popular Vite.
Junuary: MINI-SHOW

Class 1: Acchmea - species and hybrids

Class 20 Vriesea - species and hybrids

Class 3: Dwvekio - species and hybrids

Class 4: Any Other Mature (flowering) Bromeliad - species and hybrids.

February - POPULAR VOTE: Any Genus  species or hybrid, Novelty Bromeliad Display
March: FOPULAR YOTE: Any Genus - species or hybrid, Novelty Bromeliad Display
Agpril: MINI-SHOW

(Class |:Bromelioideae not listed élsewhere in the schedule  species md hybrads,
Class 20 Guemania - species and hybrids

CClass 30 Piceairnia amd Pepinig - species and hybrids
Class 42 Any Other Mature (flowerng) Bromehiad - species and hybrids.
May: POPULAR VOTE: Any Genus - species or hybricd, Novelty Bromeliad Display

June: POPLULAR VOTE: Any Genus  species or hybrd, Novelty Bromeliad Display

July: MINI-SHOW

Class 12 Billbergia - species and hybrids

lass 2: Tillandsioideae not listed elsewhere in the schedule — species and hybrids.

Cllass 3 Neoregelia - species and hybnds - up to 200mm diameter when mature,

Class 4 Any Other Mature (flowering) Bromeliad - species and hybrids.
August: POPULAR VOTE: Any Genus — species or hivbrd, Novely Bromehad Display
September: POPULAR VOTE: Any Genus — species or hyvbrid, Movelty Bromeliad Display
October: MINI-SHOW

Class 1) Neoregelin - species and hybrids - over 200mm dizmeter when mature.

Class 2; Tallandsia - species and hybrds.

Class 3 Pitcaimioideac not histed elsewhere in the schedule - species and hybrids,

Class < Any Orher Matore {Aowering ) Bromeliad - species and hybrids,
November: POPULAR VOTE: Anv Genus - species or hvbrid, Novelty Bromeliod Display

Notve I: Class 4 in each Mini Show schedule provides for any flowering bromeliad that
wonld not be infts prime for the appropriate Mini Show,

MNote 20 Class | (April), Class 2 (July) and Class 3 (October) provide for plants from
these subfamilies not elsewhere included in the Mini Show schedule,
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