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CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2013
18th April – General Meeting
Uniting Church Hall, Merthyr Road, New Farm
26th May – Tillandsia Workshop
Newmarket State Primary School
8th August – EKKA Display
Volunteers welcome
24th August – Getting Started with Bromeliads Workshop
2nd – 3rd November – Spring Show
The Brisbane Table Tennis Centre
5th December – Xmas Party
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Reviewing 2012, the central core of
activities has continued. We have enjoyed
good presentations and proceedings at
Monthly meetings; continued our
monthly Newsletter; mounted 2 shows;
provided a display at the Ekka and
followed up with a public workshop to
encourage beginners.

President’s Report to AGM
21 Feb 2013
By John Olsen
The Bromeliad Society of Queensland is
a very active Society. The list of activities
held over a year is substantial and these
things don’t just happen. I want to start by
thanking my Committee for their efforts
in 2012. This group has displayed good
teamwork and willingness to meet the
challenges of managing the Society. That
said we are a plant society not BHP so a
key focus has been to deliver benefits for
the members in a social atmosphere.

While some things stay the same, we
have made improvements and changes in
2012. Members have Society shirts at
nominal cost. Bar coding equipment has
been purchased and implemented for
plant sales. We expect the equipment will
replace the efforts of 3 people for 2 days
at each show.
Encouraging members to show their best
plants has been a focus in 2012. The
Competition schedules have been revised,
a photo section introduced to the shows,
and a “Lucky Entrant” prize instigated for
monthly shows.
The Trophies for
Champion and best of section have been
renewed and expanded to recognise those
who have made special contributions to
the Society. As an adjunct to the shows,
judge’s schools have been held to expand
the number of judges.

Two members of our Committee – Bruce
Dunstan and Bob Cross are not standing
for re election to the Committee and will
be missed. Thanks to you both. In the
case of Bob Cross this will be the first
year in 30 odd years that Bob will not be
on the Committee. His long service and
capacity to deliver remarkable displays
for our shows and the Ekka have been a
great asset to the Society. Thank you
Bob!
Also not continuing, is Ross Stenhouse
who has edited Bromeliaceae for the last
seven years producing 46 editions. Ross
has lifted the bar in terms of production
quality of the magazine.

The position of the Society as one of the
few sources of information on bromeliads
which led to its founding has changed
remarkably. We have “dipped our toe” in
this new information age. We have a new
website; BSQ is on Facebook; and we
have electronic cash handling gear. The
challenge for the Society is to maintain its
position as a social activity which helps
us to learn more about bromeliads and
their culture right here in SEQ. Hopefully
this translates to enjoying your garden as
a fantastic pastime.

As well as the Committee, our activities
depend on a large number of volunteers
who run various aspects of our meetings,
shows and workshops. There is an
opportunity for every member to
contribute to one or other of our
activities. Thanks to those who have
contributed in 2012.
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Note for the pedants amongst you. Vriesea
barilleti was the spelling in those days even
though you spell it Vriesea barilletii these days.
If, by the way, you are growing this species
please let the writer know.

Vriesea ‘Gemma’
Report by Derek Butcher
February 2013

We don’t know how ‘Gemma’ got to Australia
other than from a record in the infamous ledger
of Pinegrove nursery where it shows they got the
plant in 1984 from Margaret Paterson. She in
turn got her plant from Mr G. A. (Don) Patterson
from Coff’s Harbour in the 1970s. Don was one
of the founding members of the Australian
Brom. Society and linked to ‘Beautizone’ Study
group around Coff’s Harbour area. This group
seems to have quietly faded away. We do not
know where he obtained it, but it could have
been imported by one of his contemporaries.

In 1995 Adelaide hosted an Australian
conference and Adam Bodzioch presented a
paper on Vrieseas from Belgium, that had been
written by Gilbert Samyn from the Agricultural
Research Centre in Ghent. Details were
published in Journ. Brom Soc 45: 99-109. 1995.
In the many revelations, mention was made of a
Vriesea ‘Gemma’, a Duval hybrid in 1893. The
problem was that his photo showed no
resemblance to the ‘Gemma’ as grown in
Australia. In fact our ‘Gemma’ looked like a
‘Mariae’! The description of ‘Gemma’ in the
Bromeliad Cultivar Register is confusing. I
quote, ‘A small plant with bright green foliage
and a single upright flattened spike with yellow
bracts edged in bright red – lemon yellow
flowers.’ Dutrie (1946) said, “Small plant, short
fat spike, bright red.”

Further investigation has revealed that about 40
years ago Robert and Gleness Larnach were
looking for bromeliads at Ferguson’s Nursery
at Baulkham Hills in Sydney, and there on a
round table was a Vriesea ‘Polmanii’ (Butcher’s
comment – We think this is a mis-spelling of Vr.
‘Poelmanii’ in its many forms.) which lead to
further enquiries. Jammed under a privet hedge
was a plant called Vriesea ‘Gemma’. The
assistant said that some old guy had deceased
and the collection had been bought by Ferguson
but no one knew what they were or what to do
with them, so it was obvious that he was a
collector of these imported exquisite plants very
early on.

Because I had no concrete information this
apparent misidentification was put on the
backburner.
In 2013 I was browsing through an old
publication in DC Monogr Phaner. IX 1896 by
Mez where on page 567 I found the following:Vr. Gemma Hort. Duval [Barilleti x (carinata x
psittacina)] x Vr. (duvaliana x incurvata).
Est mixture infernalis, hortulanis gaudium,
botanicis horror, specie cujusque aliquid
praebens. Bracteis minute punctulatis et hic Vr.
Barilleti compositionis partem esse affirmatur.
Inflorescentia flabellata.

We are therefore not certain if ‘Gemma’ was
imported once or on more occasions but all the
action seems to be in the Central Coast area.
Importation would be more likely from the USA
rather than Europe and where better than a large
concern in California? We know that in the
1967-8 catalogue of California Jungle Gardens
there is a reference to Vriesea ‘Gemma’
described as a free flowering small edition of Vr.
‘Mariae’ on offer at US$ 2.50 Vriesea ‘Mariae’
at the same time was US$4.00, so ‘Gemma’
must have had a lower status!

Roughly translated this says – An infernal
mixture, gaudy horticulturally, botanically a
horror. Bracts minutely spotted as per Vr.
Barilleti. Inflorescence fan shaped.
The parents of Vr. ‘Mariae’ are [brachystachys
(now known as carinata) x barilleti] and you can
see some similarity in the parents used, with Vr.
‘Mariae’ easier to understand. If a re-make were
done it is also easier to understand it would be
easier done for Vr. ‘Mariae’ rather than Vr.
‘Gemma’!

In trying to find what the real differences were
between Vr. ‘Mariae’ and what we grow as Vr.
‘Gemma’ I looked at the yellow petals with or
without green tips and came across a problem.
Vr. Mariae’ is very popular and has been widely
written about. All paintings show green tips and
yet the description says uniformly yellow!
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Vriesea Gemma Gold Little (2)

Tillandsia Utriculata

Vriesea Gemma Gold JG12062
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Our ‘Gemma’ has totally yellow petals and I
cannot find any discernible differences. I am sure
that although there are plants around with
“Gemma’ on the label there are some where the
label got lost and the plant was subsequently
identified as ‘Mariae’.

including turkey and eagles, and of course, what
we all hoped to see - alligators.
Our BSI guide Marty Folk was one of the
personalities of the conference. Marty works as an
ecologist with the Florida Environment Dept as a
specialist in programs to protect endangered
species. He was a fountain of knowledge about
local ecology, the history of the area, and the fish,
plants and animals. However, the thing we will all
remember about Marty was his "uniform" as
Marty was never without his trademark pith
helmet. On arrival, we met Marty at the desk in his
regular helmet - a straw-coloured model. Later at
the banquet, he was decked out in his formal
helmet of pure white reminiscent of the pith
helmets of the English Raj in India. On our swamp
tour, Marty had yet another helmet - an outdoor
model woven to allow better air movement.

It has been suggested that this plant be called
‘Gemma Gold’ to show that it is different to the
original ‘Gemma’. If you are the discerning type
you may change your label but in any event the
Bromeliad Cultivar Register will have both names
linked in case there are queries in the future.
Acknowledgements – I would have been lost but
for the findings of Ross Little.

Florida Bromeliads in Habitat
By John Olsen

Orlando is about the same distance north of the
Equator as Gold Coast is south. Being a peninsula
less than 600 km wide, weather is somewhat
moderated but frosts (or freezes as they are
known) do occasionally occur around Orlando
with devastating results for orchardists and
growers of some exotic plants. The Florida
peninsula is remarkably flat. At one stage Marty
pointed out that we were at the summit of the area
at 400 ft (130m) above sea level. In this very level
terrain the rainfall, which is tropical and heavy,
soaks the ground and takes time to run off. Roads
are lined with quite wide-open drains, which are
nicely mown as roadside verges as access permits
but quickly fill as it buckets down. One afternoon
downpour during the conference flooded the plant
sales area, which had been set up in a huge
marquee on the lawn at the back of the hotel
conference buildings. As the power cords were all
at floor level, sales were suspended for some time.

Elsewhere in this issue is a review of a book on
Native Bromeliads of Florida. Those who attended
the Orlandiana BSI conference were also given an
opportunity to see some of those bromeliads in
habitat.
One of the conference tours was to the Osceola
County Schools Environment Centre - a local
initiative to preserve some of the original swamp
habitat of central Florida.
The area has a
boardwalk loop which gives access into the
swamp. The water levels on the swamp vary with
the seasonal rains. At the time we went water
levels were low and about 1.5 m below the level of
the boardwalk. After rain the levels rise
considerably and moving through the area would
only be possible in a small water craft or, as
provided for us, a boardwalk.

Historically Orlando was a small country town
serving the cattle ranches and orange orchards
around it. The main industry now in Orlando is
tourism built on the multitude of huge theme parks
and convention centres. In 1964, Walt Disney
began secretly buying millions of dollars worth of
Central Florida farmland. As vast areas of land
were purchased in lots of 5,000 acres here, 20,000
there -- at remarkably high prices -- rumours flew
as to who needed so much land and had the money
to acquire it. Then on November 15, 1965 (“D”

The area was set up as an education centre where
local schools bring groups to learn about native
habitats, native flora and fauna. There is a small
interpretive centre with displays, which prepare
visitors to look for the local features and whet
your appetite in hope you may see some of the
local wildlife. The local fauna includes turtles,
snakes, armadillo, a few small mammals, birds
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Cypress “knee” Roots

Tillandsia Setaceae
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Tillandsia Fasciculata

Tillandsia Setaceae
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Florida Alligator (about 1m)

Reedy Creek Swamp, Florida
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Day for Orlando), Uncle Walt arrived in town
and announced his plans to build Disneyworld
and Epcot Centre. They have been joined by
Universal Studios, Legoland, Seaworld’s
Discovery Cove and several others.
While the theme parks cater to the child within
us, the other major tourism activity is the
conference and exhibition market. The Orange
County Convention Centre is the second largest
in the US with around 1 million delegates each
year. The centre has around 200,000 sq m of
exhibition space. That’s about a third bigger than
all the levels of the Chermside, Brisbane
shopping centre. There is a multitude of smaller
centres mostly attached to large hotels. In this
context the BSI conference of just over 300
delegates is dwarfed. However for bromophiles,
it was a big event!
Both historically and recently, the activities have
demanded clearing large tracts of land for first
farming and now for tourism developments.
Small pockets of native habitat are therefore rare
and precious. The Osceola centre comprises a
19-acre patch of Reedy Creek Swamp, which
serves as an educational resource for the
schoolchildren of Osceola County. On
weekends, it’s open to the public.
The Visitors Centre provides a good introduction
to Central Florida wildlife. Most impressive are
the taxidermy of birds like the bald eagle and
osprey. There are also stuffed panthers and black
bears. Most of these specimens were killed
accidentally, typically by an automobile. Now
they help teach school kids. These threedimensional examples are supplemented by
colour photographs of the native species taken at
the Study Center. On another wall are photos of
the local flora.
The 600m boardwalk takes you into Reedy
Creek Swamp and its 400-year-old cypress trees.
This area is similar to the bayous of Louisiana
and Alabama. The cypress trees have unusually
formed buttress roots, which protrude above the
water level. These roots function as an air
supply in a similar way to mangrove roots. On
the trunks of the trees are many bromeliads –
tillandsia in this area.
In Florida the Mexican weevil has had a serious
effect on the larger tank forming tillandsia –

Tillandsia triculate and Tillandsia triculate
in particular. Tillandsia
triculate
is less
vulnerable as it reproduces by numerous offsets
as well as seed dispersal. A mature plant
produces upwards of 10,000 seeds. Tillandsia
triculate forms a large tank and provides a
haven for the larvae of the weevil, which eat the
soft tissue around the centre of the plant causing
its collapse. We did see one large T triculate
on the walk. Marty was initially sceptical that
one could have survived to that size but it most
surely was T triculate.
These plants sometimes produce adventitious
offsets while small but rely almost exclusively
on propagation from seed for species survival.
There is some evidence that the absolute
devastation wreaked by the weevil among the
adult plants leaves the weevils with no hosts in a
locality causing them to die out in an area. This
then allows some of the immature plants to grow
in areas without weevils. Scholars suggest the
introduction of the weevil is too recent to fully
understand what the final outcome will be. A fly,
which parasitizes the weevil in Central Mexico,
has been released in Florida amid hopes it will
improve the prospects of the native bromeliads.
A more common sight on the walk was a grasslike tillandsia. There is a large group of these
grassy Tillandsias such as T juncea, T remota,
and identification requires checking flowers or
better still knowledge of the locations where
each lives. The book reviewed elsewhere makes
clear this was Tillandsia setaceae – the other
grass-like tillandsias are not found in Florida.
Sometimes it is harder to identify tillandsia in a
Queensland shadehouse where many species are
dragged together than in habitat where experts
have decided it is home to a particular species.
At the end, an observation platform offers views
over a small lake along Reedy Creek. Across the
lake were osprey nests and we were lucky
enough to spot in the distance an eagle. HINT:
take your binoculars when going into habitat
areas.
Almost back at the bus and despite all our efforts
we had failed to see an alligator. But wait!
What’s that? Yes an alligator. This was
somewhat short of man-eater size but
undoubtedly we had seen a Florida alligator in
the wild.

Tillandsia Oerstediana
By Bruce Dunstan
Tillandsia oerstediana is one of the handful of
plants that got me interested in Bromeliads early
on. I can still remember the first time I saw the
plant and where I was at the time. It is one of a
handful of plants that sparked my interest by
being so different or stunningly beautiful that I
couldn’t ignore a flowering pineapple up a tree.
I was in Costa Rica in 2000 after just attending
and surviving the Heliconia Society International
conference in New Orleans, our conference hotel
was on Bourbon Street and New Orleans
certainly is a party town. We were in Costa Rica
taking part in the post conference tour and had
flown from the capital San Jose in a bumpy 12
seater to the coastal town of Golfito down on the
Pacific Coast close to the Panamanian border.
As we made our way by bus up the range into
the mountains and on towards Wilson Botanic
Gardens at Las Cruces we were greeted by the
sight of flowering Tillandsia oerstediana high up
in the branches of the trees that grew along the
road. The showy flower spikes were 1m or taller
and a lurid canary yellow that stood out amongst
the green tree foliage. Such a spectacular floral
display no doubt designed to attract
hummingbirds to come and pollinate flowers
every day while the plants are producing
flowers. Seeing the plants doing their thing in
habitat certainly left an impression on me, and
helped start me along the way with Bromeliads.
While visiting Bullis Bromeliads in Florida on
the way home from Brazil in 2006 I saw them
again this time being commercially produced in
pots as a crop and I was amazed to see some
flowering at a much smaller size than the giant
plants I’d seen in Costa Rica.
I next saw Tillandsia oerstediana the following
year in 2007 while travelling in Western
Panama. We were visiting my friends Carla
Black and Angel Rodriguez - Heliconia
enthusiasts who live in Volcan close to the Costa
Rican border. Volcan is also up in the range of
mountains that run through Panama at about
1100m in the shade of Volcan Baru, an
impressive volcano that peaks at nearly 3500m.

The trees around the town and out along the road
to Carla and Angel’s house were loaded in the
plants. Angel couldn’t believe I was interested
in what he called Christmas trees. He explained
that the local people collect the flower spikes
around Christmas time, and spray paint them red
and use them as Christmas decorations.
As luck would have it, the timing of our visit in
the wet season to look at flowering Heliconia
meant that every plant still needed time to
mature its seed pods, so I wasn’t able to collect
any. Thankfully, Carla had a huge individual in
her compost heap that had fallen from a tree in
her garden that was loaded in immature
seedpods. Carla kindly posted these to me when
they ripened. It is these seedlings that I have had
come into flower this season.
T. oerstediana grows epiphytically almost
exclusively in habitat. I have found they require
perfect drainage in cultivation. As they grow at
some elevation in their natural range they tend to
not like extreme heat and go backwards when we
have temperatures above 30 degrees. The mild
weather in spring and autumn in Brisbane suit
them and they also thrive if we have regular rain
something they experience very regularly in their
home range.

Tillandsia ‘Bob’s Amigo’
By Bruce Dunstan
I received my plants from the sales area of the
Australian conference in 2009. Bob Hudson had
made the hybrid cross of Tillandsia jaliscomonticola X Tillandsia rothii at his home in
Cairns in 2003 sowing the seed in 2004. John
Arden originally did this cross in 1984 and the
plants were grown and sold by Pam KoideHyatt from the famous Bird Rock Tropicals.
When I got the small plants home, I took them
straight off the wooden mounts they were
attached to and potted them up into a coarse pine
bark mix with plenty of controlled release
fertiliser. The plants grew rapidly and continued
to get bigger and bigger no doubt showing the
larger characteristics of T. jaliso-monticola
which can grow to a large size.

A couple of years ago I transferred the plants to
a media of 7-12mm Diatomite to ensure even
better drainage as some of the plants had
appeared to rot out and lose their centers during
the cooler winter weather coupled with irrigation
every day. This proved to be a bonus as the
plants recovered and pupped prolifically some
producing 3-4 pups each. I went from having 3
to having 10. This year 2 of the largest plants
have flowered and produced very tall impressive
inflorescences. When showing images to other
Tillandsia enthusiasts we wondered if the
parentage used in Bob’s cross was the same as
John Arden used all those years ago as the two
plants looked a little different. The image of the
‘Amigo’ on the BCR register site showed
beautiful red coloured foliage that could be
attributed to the rothii side of the cross as well as
quite a compact branching habit. Pam tended to
grow her plants hard without the heavy feeding
regime I subject my plants to which may explain
some of the differences.

Xerographica Hybrid
By Bob Hudson
About 6 or 7 years ago, Lynn & I were going
around talking to new Societies sharing
knowledge to help them in growing and caring
for Bromeliads & Tillandsias. We were invited
down to the Townsville group's meeting to
speak. A grower bought in a very large
Tillandsia xerographica looking plant for me to
split up. It had three large pups on it, and after I
separated them I tried to get one of the offsets,
but to no avail.
Three months later he arrived on a Bus trip with
plant people from Townsville, Bowen & Ingham
and to my amazement he had an offset from the
Tillandsia xerographica type plant.
I grew this plant on the top shelf of the bush
house until it started to spike and then shifted it
to a lower shelf. I have not fertilized it, it just
got bigger and bigger.

After enquiries Bob told us he used a large multi
paddled form of T. jalisco-monticola sourced
from Neville Ryan, ruling out the potential for
the newly described T. magnispica being a
parent as it was known as T. jalisco-monticola
‘small clone’ back in those days.

The plant was in seed when I separated the
offsets. The grower said he had not pollinated it,
so experience tells me that it is not a Tillandsia
xerographica. Also, the flowers are a very deep
purple colour and the pollen does not turn yellow
and fluffy until 9am - other reasons that it is not
a T xerographica.

There are differences in the two plants and I put
some of it down to varying growing conditions
and nutrition. I have seen some other Amigos
from Bird Rock that have been grown in
Thailand under more tropical conditions and
they do look much closer to my plants than the
BCR Birdrock plant.

It has 36 branches and reaches 120 cm in height
with a leaf spread of 160 cm. The pictures show
the plant in early December 2012 when the
inflorescence started to form; in early February
2013 when it started flowering; and detail of the
flowers. It does not have a name and I have not
been able to contact the grower that I got it from.

Derek Butcher has suggested, as this plant is a
remake of a registered hybrid we should consider
calling it Bob’s Amigo as it allows us to convey
that it isn’t a plant of the original cross but
something very similar. Derek also mentioned
to me that T. rothii is thought to be a hybrid
itself with potential parents of T. jaliscomonticola and T. roland-gosselinii. Another
little complication is that T. rothii can vary when
they have been collected from nature. As many
species vary in nature across their range and
different forms are cultivated by individuals
across the globe. We can’t guarantee that a
remake of a cross will produce the same progeny
unless exactly the same parents are used and we
must remember the dance of the chromosomes!

Where do you put that Bromeliad?
Beginners, come and learn how to grow your
bromeliads. We offer great lectures and useful
guidelines on how, where and when to put, pot
and prune your bromeliads.
Come join us at our monthly meetings.
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Tillandsia oerstediana HabitatCR

Tillandsia oerstediana Tristram

Bob’s Amigo

Bob’s Amigo in flower
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Xerographica Hybrid 4th January 2013

Xerographica Hybrid 20th February 2013

WILDFIRE GARDEN
BROMELIAD NURSERY

THE OLIVE
BRANCH

ALCANTAREAS, FOLIAGE VRIESEAS
NEOREGILIAS & OTHER GENERA

Len and Olive Trevor
232 Canvey Road, Ferny Grove
Old, 4053
Specialising in hybrid Vrieseas,
Aechmeas, Variegated
Neoregelias
Skotak Hybrids, Aussie Dream and
varieties, and other quality
Bromeliads

VISITORS WELCOME
BY APPOINTMENT

Cheryl Basic
1560 Yandina-Coolum Road
Yandina, 4561
Ph: 07 5472 8827
Mob: 0403 193 069
wildfiregarden@westnet.com.au

Phone (07) 3351 1203
Tillandsia Workshop

VISITORS WELCOME BY APPOINTMENT
Please Phone First

Andrew Flower will be presenting at the
Tillandsia Workshop on the 26th May
between 9am and 4pm.
Watch out for more information
about this in our website.

SEEDBANK
Peter Ball has seed available for collection.
Look him up at the next meeting.
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the slow release food placed in the mix when
potting up.

What’s in the Mix ?
By Greg Aizlewood

Also, as Bruce Dunstan has shown us, the plants
have the ability to become root feeders should
the right conditions be presented and are able to
take up the nutrients if the desirable pH is
obtained. As a consequence these plants produce
a more than normal amount of offsets and rapid
growth.

Since the time of the early potting mixes, little
has changed regarding the choice of materials.
Yet growers have now tended, due to a wider
choice of suitable available material, to refine
mixes to suit the requirements of particular
plants. No longer do we use the same mix for
terrestrials and epiphytes. Extensive research
carried out on Bromeliads has revealed that in
the absence of contradicting data it must be
assumed that Bromeliads use their roots for
carbon gain and reproduction; and nothing more
(Dr. 1980).

White crusting on the top of a mix in a pot is a
sure sign that the plant in the pot may have a
salinity problem. The white material is a mixture
of salts left as water evaporates from the mix.
Irrigation and fertilizer are the main sources of
salts. The water in a mix must have some
nutrient salts but salinity above a certain level
will stunt growth, reduce the size of leaves and
burn the leaf margins (Soils, 1992). Some
Bromeliads live in saline conditions and some
grow adjacent to the sea in mangrove swamps
and the sand dunes.

Therefore, it is more obvious these days that
mixes are designed to support the plant
physically and have minimal nutritional value
while essential nutrients within the mix are
provided in the form of slow release chemical
fertilizers, which are moisture and heat
dependant for activation.

Susceptibility varies considerably among the
species but people should consider sodium
tolerance when selecting plants for a sea side
garden. Copper, zinc, and lead tolerance is
extremely low in many bromeliads (Dr, 1980).
Leaching (water heavily) is one way to avoid salt
accumulation and when watering from above
always allow for some water to trickle from the
base of the pot (Soils, 1992).

In addition, growers supplement this mix feeding
with regular applications of a water soluble foliar
fertilizer designed specifically to provide the
necessary nutrients in ratios that promote health
while maintaining shape and colour. The
properties of a potting mix can be grouped under
three headings; physical, which look at water
availability, aeration, and wettability; chemical,
dealing with nutrients, pH, salinity, toxins and
buffer capacity, and biological, pertaining to
disease –causing organisms called pathogens and
beneficial microorganisms (Soils, 1992) (Black,
2002)

Toxins are often present in fresh pine bark so,
before using, it is recommended that raw bark be
wet composted and aged (Black, 2002) (Soils,
1992). A potting mix should have the ability to
prevent rapid changes in pH. This is termed
buffer capacity and is normally achieved by the
addition of aged organic material. (Soils, 1992)
The biological properties of a mix relate to the
freedom from pathogens or disease-causing
organisms and the presence of beneficial
microorganisms, which protect plants from
pathogens.

Peter has dealt with the physical properties
earlier and also explained the need for nutrients
in the different forms. Now it is time to look at
pH which is basically a measure of how acid or
alkaline something is which is important because
of the effect it has on the availability of some
nutrients to plants. Acid loving plants such as
bromeliads are said to enjoy a pH of between 5
and 6.5. With this in mind and being aware that
Bromeliads take up nutrients through their roots
for carbon and reproductive needs, it is
important that a pH within this range is
maintained if we are to get the full benefit from

Plant roots become diseased only when
pathogens are present in sufficient numbers and
the plant has little resistance to them, and the
area around the roots is favourable to the
pathogens. There are solutions for all three parts
of the disease triangle. We can minimise the
number of disease-causing bacteria in the mix by
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using clean pots, sterile mixes and clean utensils.
Plant resistance can be improved by minimising
the stress plants experience and finally we can
provide a root environment which has plenty of
air and therefore unfavourable to pathogens
(Soils, 1992)

nurserymen recommend checking the air
porosity of your mix with every change of batch
or brand of peat. A medium containing peat must
be kept moist at all times for once the mix
containing peat has dehydrated it is extremely
difficult to rehydrate. (Black, 2002)

The ingredients that make up the mixes vary but
are usually chosen with the following
considerations.
1. What am I trying to achieve?
2. Cost
3. Availability
4. Properties of materials.

Rice Hulls. These are moderately resistant to
decomposition, useful in providing aeration and
are a good light-weight component for a potting
medium. However, be aware that they have a
high manganese (Mn) content, which means that
fertilizers with manganese should be avoided
and the pH of the mix should be maintained
above five if manganese toxicity is to be
avoided. (Black, 2002)

If you can’t buy a commercial mix to meet your
requirements, then listed below are some
materials which may assist in your quest for a
suitable mix.

Coconut Husk Chips. Chopped coconut husk
chips come in three sizes, Large 40–50 mm,
Medium, 15–30 mm, and small 10 mm. All are
available in compact blocks, which have been
compressed before packaging. When water is
added the chips expand and thereby provide an
excellent air filled porosity. When soaked in
water overnight with nutrient added, it is a
superb potting medium for all epiphytes. Allow
the mix containing husk chips to dry out between
watering as permanent wet conditions can bring
about rot rather than normal decomposition.
Husk chips last for about two seasons. (Black,
2002)

Pine barks are available from several species but
the major source in this area is Pinus radiata.
Raw bark is available in sizes ranging from 50,
25, or 15 mm chunks, and fines. Unfortunately,
most supplies of this medium seem to have a
portion of wood chip included which can have
several drawbacks and therefore is better
removed. A particular range named soft fall
bark, which some growers in our area prefer
seems very popular because of its 15mm size.
Be aware all raw pine bark should be moist aged
for 4 to 6 weeks to inactivate toxins. (Black,
2002)

Peanut shells. These are not always available
and are reputed to be a source of some fungal
disease, yet provide improved aeration and
drainage to mixes. However, mixes containing
shells tend to slump following decomposition
over a one or two year period. (Black, 2002)

Composted Bark. This product usually comes
in a 10 to 15 mm size and while excellent mixes
can be made from moist, aged raw bark, the
lower requirement for nitrogen supplementation,
the greater buffer capacity)(good buffer capacity
minimises rapid pH changes) and enhanced
nutrient holding capacity of composted bark
have led to an increase in its use. (Black, 2002)
Also, composted bark has the ability to suppress
pathogens if left to mature for several weeks
prior to use. (Black, 2002)

Composts, vermicomposting, and worm
castings. These items have questionable
suitability for use in epiphytic bromeliad potting
mixes as they normally contain high percentages
of certain trace elements, which can prove toxic
to plants should the pH drop below five. Also,
because of the nature of the particles in
composts, they tend to suppress the aeration and
drainage of mixes and this can lead to problems.
(Black, 2002)

Peat Moss. All peats are dug from swampy areas
in cool climate zones and come under a variety
of names; they have similar origins but can differ
from one and another quite dramatically. Peat
moss from sources in Europe, Canada and New
Zealand seem to be those most favoured for use
in horticulture. However, the quality of the
product varies in each consignment and

Sand. Of the many grades available, those with
medium to very coarse sharp particles are
preferred in mixes requiring an increase in water
holding capacity. Only sands with minerals other
than quartz supply some nutrients. (Black, 2002)
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Blue metal. Gravel can be used to provide
ballast to open mixes used for some plants.
While the dust from this medium can have
significant mineral deposits, which can benefit
plant growth, too much can inhibit aeration and
drainage of the mix. Gravel in general epiphyte
mixes can have a detrimental effect as different
sized particles with variations in surface area can
hold excess water, and rather than supply
drainage can induce waterlogging. (Black, 2002)

Crushed slags, cinders and ash. These are a
variety of materials that can be used to provide
aeration and drainage. The best are used with
success but inferior materials can contain too
many fines, which will reduce aeration and
drainage. These materials are highly alkaline and
checks therefore should be carried out for pH,
salinity and toxins. (Black, 2002)
Heat treated clays. Diatomites and heat treated
clays are being sold for use in potting mixes.
Their particles absorb water, but for most the
water is too tightly bound for much of it to be
available to the plants. There is very little
nutritional value and an inability to hold or retain
slow release food, consequently it can be used in
a mix as an additive to provide aeration and
drainage. It can be used alone however this
would necessitate foliar feeding and regular
flushing to remove residual salts from the
medium. (Black, 2002)

Perlite. This is a porous siliceous material,
which is sterile when produced and has no
nutritional value. Coarser grades are useful for
improving the aeration of finer materials. The
dust from perlite is to be avoided as it could
cause respiratory problems and also inhibit the
aeration qualities of the mix. Wash well before
using. (Black, 2002)
Plastic foams. Styrofoam is the most common
form of plastic foam available. It is available in
various sizes and behaves like large light nonwetting sand grains. This medium increases
aeration and drainage but contains no nutritional
value and can be a problem in windy conditions.
Some foam is reported to contain toxins. (Black,
2002)

There are many other products and wastes that
can be used in potting mixes however most of
these can only be used after expensive
processing to reduce the toxicity to plants and
therefore makes them uneconomical for use by
the general public.

Charcoal. This has been used throughout the
ages. It is organic and while bigger than perlite
has the same characteristics in that it is useful for
providing aeration and drainage. In addition, it is
a very good source of carbon, but must be used
sparingly. Horticultural charcoal is different to
activated charcoal in that, contrary to popular
belief, horticultural charcoal has no filtering
capacity. (Black, 2002)

Some mixes currently used by various growers
in South East Queensland are as follows:
Mix 1
50% Soft fall bark, 50% ash
Mix 2
30% Soft fall bark, 20% Composted bark, 48%
ash + 2% zeolite
Mix 3
100% Composted bark with added lime,
dolomite, zeolite and superphosphate.
Mix 4
100% Diatomite or Scoria
…………………………….
References:
David H Benzing 1980
The Biology of
Bromeliads

Scoria. This is a hard porous material that can be
crushed and screened to any desired particle size.
Particles in the (0.5 – 2mm) range can be used
and behave like charcoal or perlite but are
heavier. The pH value of this medium can vary
between 7 and 10 so each batch will have to be
tested and adjusted accordingly. (Black, 2002)
Zeolites. The main cation exchange composition
of zeolites sold in Australia is calcium plus a
medium level of potassium. Crushed zeolite
reduces the leaching loss of nitrogen in the
ammonia form therefore improving the
efficiency of nitrogen fertilizer use. (Black,
2002)

Kevin Handreck & Neil Black Growing media
for ornamental plants and turf UNSW Press
(third edition) 2002
CSIRO 1992 Potting Mixes and the Care of
Plants Growing in Them
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An invitation to
favourite plants

share

your

By Jennifer and Chris Coulthard

By way of an introduction, both Jennifer and
Chris Coulthard are your new co-editors of
Bromeliaceae. Together, with John Olsen, we
will endeavour to continue to meet the high
standard you have come to appreciate by the
previous editor, Mr Ross Stenhouse.

Neo Inferno

We are not known as great growers, but do
collect bromeliads for their beauty and form.
Our collection now dominates our suburban
garden. It wasn’t always so! We didn’t know
what a bromeliad was until we moved into our
current home, and low and behold there in a
corner of our garden were billbergia pyramidalis
in flower. After encouragement from our dear
friends, Janne and Keith Redhead we acquired
more, and more plants.
We started collecting Neo’s, branched into
Vrieseas, and for the last few years strayed into
Aechmeas. I am ashamed to say we now
actually seek Tillandsias. The plants are usually
grown in the correct shade, but not always. They
are rarely fertilized, occasionally watered, and
sometimes named, although the most common
names is, “no name”. Somehow, they survive
and sometimes even look magnificent.

Neo Rosy Morn

Since joining the society we have met some
interesting, knowledgeable, generous, gregarious
and warm-hearted people who have graciously
shared their knowledge and love of bromeliads
and we would like to thankyou all. You have
brought another dimension into our lives and
given Jennifer the perfect excuse, not that she
needs encouragement, to enjoy a glass of wine
while wandering around the garden on a lazy
Sunday afternoon watering.

Neo Gunpowder

If you have a favourite plant email us a picture,
and a short story on how and where it’s grown
and share your pride and joy with other members
of the Society.
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Our back deck, it just keeps filling up
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breeding practices. Because the transfer of
genetic material is achieved by artificial means,
genes from any source can be transferred to any
other living organism. (There was controversy
recently regarding the transfer of the human
growth gene into pigs!).

TERMINOLOGY
By Peter Paroz
In this article, Peter Paroz explains the meanings
of some of the common, but sometimes difficultto-understand meanings of terms used in plant
breeding.

Genetic modification falls roughly into three
areas:
1. Insertion of a new gene
2. Turning off an existing gene.
3. Deletion of a gene.

Hybrid: The result of cross between parents that
are genetically unalike. Traditional breeding
procedures have required that there was also
some degree of relationship between the parents.
In the case of bromeliads, there are a number of
intergeneric hybrids registered but none that I am
aware of that cross sub-family boundaries.

Article taken from March/April 2001 edition of
Bromeliaceae.

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS

F1 (first filial generation): Offspring resulting
from a cross between two species. Also a
Primary Hybrid. Plants are expected to be fairly
uniform in appearance, with characteristics
intermediate between the parents.

I have been told Neoreglias like bright
light. Does this mean in full sun? - Lyn

F2 (second filial generation): Offspring resulting
from crossing members of F1 generation among
themselves.
Plants are expected to show
considerable variation; in a large population, a
range from one parent to the other.

I have been able to research this extensively and
believe the best results can be obtained by
growing Neo’s under 70% sandstone coloured
shadecloth. According to growers it decreases
the UV rays and is similar to natural light. Jen

Hybrids with a complex parentage such as
Aechmea ‘Dennis’ would show a great variation
in appearance.

Can you explain why some of the
bottom leaves are turning brown at the
base of the plants? Michelle F

Primary hybrids are formed by crossing two
species. This raises a potential problem where a
species is reclassified to varietal status.

There are many factors that can contribute to this
problem.
Overwatering, poor drainage or
perhaps your potting mix isn’t compatible to the
particular plant. Firstly, start with checking your
mix and making sure you are using the correct
potting media for the plant. It should be an open
free draining mix. Don’t overwater and make
sure you haven’t packed the plant down too low
into the potting mix. You may also have a fungal
problem, in which case you should buy a good
quality fungicide.

Cultiva (cv): The equivalent of a botanical
variety as applied to a cultivated plant or hybrid.
Plants of the same cultivar name should show
identical characteristics.
Gene: The basic unit of inheritance, which
determines a particular characteristic. Genes are
located at particular locations on chromosomes.
CM/GMO (genetic modification/genetically
modified organism): As organism which has had
its genetic composition modified other than by
means of fertilisation. Genetic modification is
not constrained by the limitations of traditional

You should read Greg Aizlewood’s article on
‘What’s in the mix” in this edition of
Bromeliaceae. This article is full of useful
information. Jen
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watch list. Tillandsia unenoides is readily spread
by birds (it makes a great lining to a nest). T.
tricolepis and T. scheideana are self-fertile, selfpollinating, seed prolifically, and germinate
readily in S.E. Queensland on garden trees and
shrubs; and T. tricolepis grows and matures
relatively quickly (by tillandsia standards).

Feral Bromeliads
By Peter Paroz

T. utriculata may also be a potential problem
plant due to its prolific seeding habit, but its
slow growth probably rules it out.

Recently, I was reading through old issues of
Bromeliaceae and came across an article that I
felt warranted revisiting. This was a discourse
between Mike Symmonds and Derek Butcher
about ‘feral’ bromeliads, referring in particular
to a clump of pineapples including a fruit
containing seed in N. Queensland; and to
Tillandsia usneoides.

Potentially, any bromeliad with winged or
plumed seeds could be scattered by the wind;
and the berry fruit of the Bromelioideae
dispersed by birds; to become a nuisance.
Control is simple. As soon as the inflorescence
is past its prime, remove any berries or seed
capsules not required for controlled germination
and culture. This has the additional benefit of
directing energy and nutrients not used for seed
maturation into offset development.

The relevance of this note is that, as members of
a Bromeliad Society, we have a duty of care to
ensure that the plants that we grow do not escape
and become a pest. What effect would this have
on the future importation of plants? On existing
collections? Unlikely, true; but not impossible.

MIDHURST
BROMELIAD
NURSERY

Regarding seedy pineapples, during my 40+
years at Golden Circle, I was made aware of
seedy pineapples on only a few occasions. Most
had only a few seeds; often poorly developed,
with a seed coat only with no cotyledon
development. One fruit I saw in the late 50’s
would have had 200+ seeds, which were fully
matured. Pineapples seed need the same care in
germination and growth as say, Aechmeas, and,
in my opinion, seedy pineapples are unlikely to
cause a problem in neglected plantations.

SPECIALIST GROWERS OF
TILLANDSIA SEEDLINGS
Hard grown to suit All Australian
conditions
Wholesale and Mail Order Only
Write for a free price list of Tillandsia
and other genera to:
MIDHURST BROMELIAD
NURSERY
P.O. BOX 612
HURSTBRIDGE, 3099

Pineapple plants in neglected fields left to their
own devices can persist for a long time. I was
aware of an abandoned patch of ‘Rough Leaf’
pineapples, which persisted for about 15 years;
but without any appreciable extension in area.

PHONE (03) 9718 2887
FAX (03) 9718 2760
EMAIL : Midhurst@netspace.net.au

The pineapples of commerce - cv. Smooth
Cayenne and Rough Leaf - are apparently
reasonably pure, separate, clonal lines (except
for occasional mutations). They are largely selfsterile and apparently do not produce seed if
cross pollenated. What the position is regarding
the new introductions is at this time unknown.

Got information about forthcoming events
Email the Bromeliaceae Editor using the email
address below
editor@bromsqueensland.com.au
or write to us at
P.O. Box 565, Fortitude Valley
Queensland, Australia 4006

Regarding potential problems from ornamental
bromeliads, observations from my own
collection and in my own garden, indicate that
Tillandsia unenoides, T. tricolepis and T.
scheideana are species, which I have put on my
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BSQ Polo Shirts - Place Your Order
The Bromeliad Society of Queensland invites you to place an order
for a Society Polo shirt. A logo will be embroidered on the top left
side of the shirt.
There is a choice between two colours and you must select the size.
For each single member one shirt will be free. For each family
membership, one shirt will be free and additional shirts will be
$10.00 each.

You may have your name (first name) added to the shirt for $5.50.
Details Required
The following information may be emailed to the Publicity Officer publicity@bromsqueensland.com.au
or posted using the Society’s postal address PO Box 565 Fortitude Valley QLD 4006.
Orders must be received by not later than 31 May 2013 in order to be provided under this arrangement.
Additional costs may be incurred for late orders. Orders should be available for collection at the July
meeting.
Size

Please indicate your size in the email/letter.
Shirt Colour: Red ______ or Blue _______ (Please circle the colour of choice. For multiple shirts,
please indicate the number of each colour.)
Name: _______________________________________________________
Name for Shirt: _______________________________________________

(Include a cheque for payment for each name - $5.50 per shirt. Cheques payable to BSQ.)
Delivery Address (if not collecting from Meeting):
Street and Number: _____________________________________________
Town/Suburb: ____________________________ State: _________

Postcode: ____________

the northern extent of the range for all but a few
cold tolerant species - notably T usenoides,
which is found north to Virginia. The book
discusses suitable habitats, conservation issues
and threats in a quite readable way.

BOOK REVIEWS
Native Bromeliads of Florida
By Harry E Luther and
David H. Benzing

The second part of the book has a key for species
identification and a description of each native
species. The descriptions seek to emphasise
conspicuous features. Range maps for each are
included and habitats are described in terms of
light conditions and humidity. These all provide
excellent pointers for growing these species in
our local conditions and the need for special
treatment of some species by way of
microclimates
in
our
own
growing
circumstances.

Reviewed By John Olson
This book was compiled in 2009 while both
authors were involved with Marie Selby
Botanical Gardens in Sarasota, Florida. Harry
Luther moved to the Gardens by the Bay project
in Singapore shortly after and sadly passed away
in 2012, in Singapore. David Benzing held the
Jessie B. Cox Chair for Tropical Botany at the
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens at the time of
publication. This book is the work of eminent
bromeliad specialists writing about bromeliads in
their own locality in Florida.

This is a small book of 126 pages, which has lots
of accessible information on epiphytic
bromeliads in general and is a useful resource on
the particular species found in Florida.

BROMAGIC

The book is in two parts. Firstly, the book
discusses botanical and habitat aspects of
bromeliads generally and in the Florida context.
The second part of the book has descriptions of
the 16 species endemic to Florida and varieties
thereof together with the few natural hybrids.

BROMELIAD NURSERY

421 Hunchy Rd,
Palmwoods 4555

The book discusses the family Bromeliaceae
briefly but focuses on the 3 genera found
naturally in Florida. Florida is host to one
species of Guzmania, 3 species of Catopsis and
12 species of Tillandsia together with two
hybrids between those species. Only one species
-Tillandsia simulata - is endemic.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
WEDS – FRIDAY 9:30 – 2:30
SATURDAY 9:00 – 4:00
An extensive range of Bromeliads
including many first release
Neoregelia hybrids
www.bromeliads-of-australia.com.au

I found the botanical and habitat discussions to
be pitched at a level most growers can
understand. The book deals with the vegetative
structure of bromeliads and rather nicely puts to
rest the often heard remark that "bromeliads die
after flowering".
Illustrations show that a
bromeliad plant generally consists of groups of
ramets, which are at different stages of their life
cycle. So while individual ramets grow larger,
fruit, and die, the bromeliad lives on.

For enquiries phone Sue on
07 5445 0441

Interested in making a screen using
Tillandsias? Want to know where is the best
location for your new broms? Come to a
meeting and talk to us. We are happy to give
you advice!

Other sub sections deal with the CAM and C3
photosynthesis techniques used by Florida's
native bromeliads. The first part of the book
concludes with the ecological aspects. Florida is

Don’t forget your Membership Renewal
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bromeliads such as tillandsias, where they take
many years to reach maturity. However, I feel
that she has more goals yet to reach, but for now,
it is a good time to cast an eye over the images
of the plants in this book, and appreciate these
images of Margaret’s wonderful bromeliads.

Bromeliad Hybrids
By Margaret Patterson
Forward by, Chris Larson
Manager, Bromeliad Dept,
Collectors Corner, Melbourne, Aust.
Life Member, Bromeliad Society of Vic

M. J. PATERSON
212 SANDY CREEK ROAD,
GYMPIE, Qld 4570
A large range of Bromeliads for sale
especially our own hybrid Neoregelias,
Tillandsias, Cryptanthus and Vrieseas.

Walking around Margaret’s collection, I am
amazed at the diversity of shapes and colours she
has created with her hybrids. Whether in the
colourful neoregelia houses, with other genera
scattered throughout, or through her tillandsia
house, with Bill’s orchids complementing the
collection, there is always something to stop you
in your tracks at every turn. Her enthusiasm
with which these plants have been created is
infectious, and the possibilities of the next
generation of hybrids are intriguing. Wandering
through the shadehouses it is difficult to take in
the breadth of Margaret’s passion for
bromeliads.

Call in if you are up this way, but please phone first.
Phone/ fax: 07 5482 3308
email: wm_paterson@bigpond.com
Also available… Bromeliad Hybrids.
“for My Own Satisfaction” Book 1: neos.
Books available on line at www.bromeliad-hybrids.com

ROMA STREET PARKLANDS
Have you visited the Roma Street Parklands
lately? Rotational plantings, and the constant
maintenance make this a ‘must see’ place to
visit.
The parklands have a wonderful
Bromeliad section. Pack a picnic and take a
wander through the gardens. You won’t be
disappointed.

I first heard of Margaret many years ago, mainly
due to her wonderful range of neoregelia and
cryptanthus hybrids. Many of the neoregelias
were presented in her earlier book “Bromeliad
Hybrids: For My Own Satisfaction Book 1”.
However, Margaret has not only concentrated on
these genera, but also spread her endeavours to
other bromeliads. Margaret has also hybridised
with genera such as aechmea, billbergia,
orthophytum, tillandsia, and vriesea, along with
the bigeneric xNeomea, to great effect. As a
result, many bromeliad growers will have plants
created by Margaret sitting in pride of place in
their collections, and a look at some commercial
price lists in the USA will show that some of her
hybrids have made their way to foreign shores.
This second volume has been designed to
showcase the hybrids not covered in the earlier
volume.

THE BSQ LIBRARY
Your attention is drawn to the Society’s library.
It is a service to its members. Members are able
to borrow books from the library at any of our
monthly meetings.
The Society also sells specialist books relating to
Bromeliads – see the website for details.

New Members

With both of these books, Bill has produced a
marvellous record of Margaret’s bromeliads,
managing to capture them at their best. Bill has
also been responsible for registering all of these
hybrids so that, in the future, growers will be
able to trace the origins of these plants.
Most bromeliad growers will understand the
long-term commitment one must have with

The Society extends a warm welcome to its new
members, and hopes that they will enjoy their
membership. We look forward to meeting you
personally at our monthly meetings. Please
make yourself know to us and allow us to help
you grow quality bromeliads in a healthy
environment.
25

BRISBANE
BROMELIAD
CENTRE

World of Tillandsias
By Jan Maruska
Reviewed by
John Oslen and Peter Tristram

34 Hauton Road, Morayfield 4506
HUGE SELECTION
of
Aechmeas, Vrieseas, Guzmanias,
Neoregelias
Nidularium & Tillandsias
together with a variety of rarer species
and hybrids
BARBARA and LORRAINE
Phone (07) 5433 0303
VISITORS by APPOINTMENT

This is a picture book for adults – a fairly
specific group of adults at that. There is no text
as such but simply a presentation of photos
against a black background with a small
identification caption and a few details of
growing conditions.
The identification of Tillandsias as with most
bromeliads centres on the details of the flowers
and the “sex parts”. This book has been
complied to present quality photos of Tillandsias
in flower. The photographs are of excellent
quality and show the plants, and more
particularly, the flowers in immaculate detail.
Photos of nearly 180 species of Tillandsias are
presented.

Do you have a question for us?
Perhaps a suggestion?
Drop us a line we will endeavour to
answer all your questions, and always happy
to hear your suggestions.

The author has also had the benefit of
taxonomical advice from others including
Leiselotte Hromadnik, a noted collector of xeric
tillandsia. The identification therefore avoids
issues of reliability.

FOREST DRIVE
NURSERY

The author is a Czech and the captions are in
Czech and English with a symbol-based lexicon
for the growing environment of each species and
variety.
The symbols indicate the plant’s
preferences for shade/sun, temperature range (616, 14-22, and 22-30 degrees C), and humidity.
The size of each plant at maturity is also
provided. Tillandsia specialists will find this
guidance helpful particularly as many of the
species are rare in Australian collections, so
growing advice is similarly scarce.

Located at REPTON, South of Coffs
Harbour, NSW
Specialising in species and varieties from
mostly imported stock
Tillandsias to titillate even the most
discerning fanciers
Beautiful Vrieseas (including Silver
species), Guzmanias
Aechmeas, Neoregelias, etc.

In conclusion, this is a book, which will be
valued by Tillandsia enthusiasts as a reference
source for plant identification.

Visitors Welcome, Please Phone First
(02) 6655 4130
Mail Order List – Send SAE
Peter Tristram, PO Box 2, Bonville,
NSW, 2450

It is available from www.kakteen.cz or can also
be purchased directly from Jan Maruska. He has
a facebook page too, under the name of John
Mary, as well as the one under the book name
‘World of Tillandsias’.
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Plant of the Month Programme for 2013
April …………………………………………….. Cryptanthus
May ……………………………………………… Guzmania
June ……………………………………………... Alcantarea
July ……………………………………………… Intergenerics
August …………………………………………… Pitcairnia
September ………………………………………. Dyckia, Orthophytum, Puya
October ………………………………………….. Billbergia
November ……………………………………….. Neoregelia, Nidularium

Competition Schedule for 2013
April -

MINI SHOW
Class 1 – Bromelioideae not listed elsewhere in Schedule, species & hybrids
(Acanthostachys, Ananas, Androlepis, Araeococcus, Bromelia, Canistropsis, Canistrum,
Edmundoa, Fascicularia, Hohenbergia, Hohenbergiopsis, Neoglaziovia, Nidularium,
Ochagavia, Orthophytum, Portea, Quesnelia, Ursulaea, Wittrockia)
Class 2 – Guzmania species & hybrids
Class 3 – Pitcairnia & Pipinia species & hybrids
Class 4 – any other flowering bromeliad species & hybrids

May -

POPULAR VOTE

June -

POPULAR VOTE

July -

MINI SHOW
Class 1 – Billbergia
Class 2 – Tillandsioideae not listed elsewhere in Schedule, species & hybrids
(Alcantarea, Catopsis, Mezobromelia, Racinaea, Werauhia)
Class 3 – Neoregelia up to 200mm diameter when mature, species & hybrids
Class 4 – any other flowering bromeliad species & hybrids

August -

POPULAR VOTE

September -

POPULAR VOTE

October -

MINI SHOW
Class 1 – Neoregelia over 200mm diameter when mature, species & hybrids
Class 2 – Tillandsia species & hybrids
Class 3 – Pitairnioideae not listed elsewhere in Schedule, species & hybrids
(Brocchinioideae, Lindmanioideae, Hechtioideae ( = Hechtia), Puyoideae ( = Puya),
Navioideae, Pitcairnioideae ( = Deuterocohnia, Encholirium, Fosterella)
Class 4 – any other flowering bromeliad species & hybrids

November -

POPULAR VOTE
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