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THE BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF QUEENSLAND

Postal Address - B.0. BOX 565,
FORTITUDE VALLEY, S
BRISBANE, . AUSTRALIA. . 4006

General meétings are held on the third Thursday of each
month except December, &% the Uniting Church- Hall, Werner 5t.,
Fertitude Valley, commencing at 7,30 p.m,

PATRON: Mr. H. Caulfield

PRESIDENT: Mr. M., O'Dea 3992669
SECRETARY:  Mr. G. Stewart 2779965
TREASURER: Mrs. R, Higgins 2002561
EDITOR: Mr. P, Paroz = 2651547
PROGRAMME

MAY, 19th  General Mesting
Report Fpom‘tbe Plant Identification Study Group

JUNE, 16th  Gemeral Mesting
Phatography of Bromeliads for record and

identification
JULY 1st COMBINED SHOW - Set up the display
2nd COMBINED SHow ) .
3rd COMBINED SHow ) UPen to the public

JULY 21st General Meeting
Seed Raising

The philosopher who said 'A work well done never recods
doing again! evidently never pulled weads in the garden,

Ray D. Everson
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EDITORIAL

During faster, 1983, *Bromeliads II', the second national e
conference of Australian Bromeliad Societies was held in Sydney., i
The conference was organised by the Bromeliad Society of '3§
Australia and followed 'Sromeliads I', the inaugural conference :
which was staged in Melbourne in 1981 by the Victorian Branch.

The concept of a bi-ennial conference which began in Melbourne

and was continued in Sydney will now be continued in Brisbane

in 1985 with Adelaide probably taking the conference in 1987,

AT
oAl

All Australian Bromeliad growers ouwe a debt of gratitude to the
<ictorian Branch for having the forsight and the courage to stage

aat first conference and now, more recently, the Australian
Society in N.SW. for continuing the concept. The hospitality and
friendliness of the organising Society in N.S5.W. has left all who
attended with fond memories and a sense of anticipation towards
1985 where we all hope to meet again,

For those of our members who were unmable to Journey to Sydney
this year, the conference in Brisbane in 1985 will provide an
opportunity to enjoy these experiences at first hand. )

Planning by our Conference Committee is well under way, and the
programme to be offered will be varied and interesting.

Approaches have been made to Mr. Harry Luther of the Mary Selby
Bromeliad Identification Centre to attend as the official speaker,
and barring unforeseen circumstances, he will make a ma jor
contribution to the conference.

As in all of our Society activities, we will again need the
support of all the members to ensure success. Apart from stewards
who will be needed for specific tasks before and during the actual
~\1ference, we need all members to support by their attendance and
By welcoming our visitors with typical Queensland friendliness and
hospitality, - e

Bromeliads III will be a rare opportunity for local members to
meet fellow bromeliad growers from other cities, states and
countries, and to share our experiences with them and with one
another.

JOHN HIGGINS .
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NDTES’DN VRIESF® CULTURE

The range of VUrieseas extend- from sea level to ten thousand
feet,  Their preferred habitat usually 1ncludes filtered
light, good air circulation, variable warmth, cool nights
and adeguate humidity. They are common epiphytes in rain
forests.,. Some (usually the larger SpEClES) grow as
terrestrials under adverse conditions in full sun. (para 3
page 98, Handbook for Judges & Exhlbltors)

This paragraph tells us a lot in relatlon to growing vrieseas
Filtered Light - . , —
Good Air Circulation - o

Warmth and Humldlty -

Epiphytes -- : i

These are the four important p01nts to rempmber uhen

QI‘DUJJ_HQ vrieseas. B

&

FILTERED'LIGHT does not mean complete shade. I prefer 50%

to 70% shade cloth on bush houses to give adequate light for zj
vrieaeas and other bromeliads :

GOOD AIR CIRCULATION is very important with éll bromeliads,

Mesh benches and many kinds of wire hangers used to hang

'plants frum plpe or mesh work are very good for. this purpose.

WARMTH & HUMIDITY When building your bush houses, try to

close in ‘the southern and western walls wherever possible,

We have achieved a warm situation by building to the north-

east of the existing house where we live. This gives added
shelter from the westerly winds in winter and the colder —
months. It also attracts maximum sunliight durlng the colder
months which is also important for warmth and good light.

Humidity is maintained by wetting the floor and misting the
plants. This can be done twice a day in summer. In winter

I mist:or water the plants about mid morning so as not ta

have the plants too wet at night.

EPIPHYTES renire an open mixture. It should drain freely

and dry out fairly quickly. I think this is probably the
moet 1mportanu factor in vriesea growlng.
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The other important factor in growing vrieseas is to overflow
the cups esvery couple of weeks, especially if fertilizer or
sprays are used regularly. And last but not least, vrieseas
respond to regular fertilizing, g9iving the plant. a lush green
foliage with large flower spikes at bloom time,

Fertilizer also helps the plants to produce an abundance of
robust healthy offsets. These of fsets are easily removed by
twisting and pulling downwards. from the mother. They should
not be removed until they have a hard base and are one third
to half the height of the mother. Offsets are better left on
— the mother plant than taken off too small. A large offset

grows into a-better, bigger plant at a much faster rate than
a@ very small offset taken off .too early,

Compiled by 8, Trevor from the
'Handbook for Judges & Exhibitors!'
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CARE OF SPECIMEN CLUMPS

Many of the smaller growing tillandsia, such as T. stricta or
T. mallemontii are most attractive when allowed to grow into a
clump. e

As the clump grows larger, more tare is required to keep the

plants in good COnditidﬁ;'fProgressive.crqmding:restricts air

movement; the lower offsets become shaded; and the old leaves

decompose;'creating-a slow drying area in the middle of the

clump, If neglécted, 'this can.lead tc stem rot and loss of
aksome.of:the_offsetsﬁ

The remedy is to clean the dead leaves out of the centre and to
try to rearrange.the shape of the clump to improve air circul-
ation and evenness of light, - B

For<T.‘stficta;fthe.optimUm:sizéﬂis 18 to 25 heads, and growth
beyond this size requires very careful attention to the above
points to avoid loss. S :

Paroz
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POTTING MIXTURES -

The Editor is preparing an article on potting mixtures and
would like to include recipes from as wide a range 'as
possible, particularly where some novel local ingredient has
been used.

As well as the recipe, please indicate for which types of
plants the mixture has been used, types of pnots (clay or
plastic). watering frequency and use of supplementary .
fertilizer. s

llllllllllLllll‘All(|l|!lE!qi!Ill\ Ca
COMBINED SHOW
Its only about seven weeks until the Combined Show, and now
is the time for the last preparations for plants for the show
bench, display and sales,
SALES
Plants must be established in their pots or on mountings, and
must be free of disease. Plants will be inspected prior te
acceptance for the sales table.
COMPETITION & DISPLAY
Now is the time to select those plants which are in top
condition for that little extra attention:- a new clean pots
removal of weeds; trimming of old leaves; clean up aof the —

vase and leaf axils, etc. These are the little items of
plant presentation which sometimes make the difference between
a top plant and a Champion. :

BROMELIADS III CONFERENCE FUNDS

BDon't forget to send for your tickets, or obtain them at

our General Meetings, in our Very Special Raffle of a
Diamond & Sapphire Ring - tickets $1.00 each. Remember, the
proceeds from.this raffle will be helping us to stage
BROMELIADS III in 1985,




BROMELIACEAS day -~ Jurs, 1233 Page 7

CRYPTANTENS CATCADR

Some time ago, Grace Goode agresd to canvass her overseas contacts
to see what lnformatlon wes zvallehle regarding the origins and
valld1+y of the Cryptanthus sp 'Cascads'. The following letter
was received from Robert G. Wilson, Director of the Las Cruces
Tropical Botanical Garden, Costa Rica -

'Dear Mrs. Gbode,

It is interesting that you should ask about Cryptanthus spn.
'Cascade'. Many years ago, shortly after I first broucht this

«- Species into cultivation fiom Brazil, I sent a live flowering

a7 plant to Lymon Smith, the bromeliad expert. He wrote back that
he was no longer working with Cryptanthus and he was assuming that
I was pulling his leg as had Mulford Foster: by sending him
Cryptanthus hybrids for identification. So you see that
nomznclature on a scientific basis was not available. I had to
admit that this plant was given to me at the Rio Botanical Garden
and I therefore had no definite type location for it.

At any rate, it is a species so distinct that there is no doubt
about it being a native Breazilian plant. My guess is that it is
from Bahia, where there are Orthophytum spp. with similar
characteristics, but on a much more condensed scale.

Perhaps you could get an Australian taxonomist to.describe this
species. It would not be the first plant that has had a good
taxonomic treatment without an exact type location.

Hoping this will answer your questions, I remain
Sincerely yours,

Rabert G. Wilson,
Director.!

MEETING NOTES

MARZH - Popular Vote - the advanced section was won by John Sax
with a variegated form of Neo. 'Dr. Osser's Hybrid', and the
novice section was won by Ruth Wilscn with an un-named Aechmea
hybrid. '

Success’ul exhibitors at the Mini Show were -
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Class 1 - Payl Clarke Tillandsia cyanea
Class 2 John Sax Vriesea rodigasiana
Class 3 John Sax Neo. carolinae 'Tricolor! Perfecta
APRIL Popular Vote -
Advanced John Sax Neo Sheer Joy
Novice Rolly Reilly Tillandsia tectorum
Judges Choice Nev Ryan Aschmea fasciata

albo marginata
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L IMERICKS

An eminent psychiatrist from Madrid,

Found a cure so simple and rapid,

Instead of pills

For mental ills,

He gave each patient a bromeliad G. Goode

® 280C#000000000006CCO0COCE0DC00600QCCO0GC SO

Oh! to live in Brazil,

At least in the wilds on a hill,

What place could be handier

For collecting tillandsia,

Wouldn't it be such a thrill P. Coutts
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There was a lady called Grace,

Twas at growing Neo's she was an ace,

One day the pollen did twine,

Between Vulcan and CAROLINE,

The result was truly amazing Grace. G. Stewart
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Write a limerick he says - something new,

About some of the plants we kneuw,

Well there's Racinae, Jody and Bert,

But I know I'd stop with a jerk,

If I could get a *Mend' for a perk. L. Carlscn
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One grower who lives in the city,

Spent so much of her time writing ditties,

Her plants she neglected,

While the words she selected,

BDidn't turn out to. be very witty, 0. Trevor
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